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PEAL 0' R§IJS, Our Christmas Number rang the bell . In fact, it rang 
a Christmas peal of bells, Letters expressing the pleasure of readers 
fairly poured into this office, in greater IIUlllbers than ever before . 
It certainly seems t o have been our star issue of 1961 , 

A large lllllllber received replies, but had I answered the ci all 
the Annual would never have got ""'~ 1 nor would our January issue have 
seen the li8ht of~. It was just not possib le to reply to everyone, 
but your letters were a real joy to me, My since re thanks to ell 
those who wrote. It made my Christmas, 

Mr. Henry Vebb1s l!lllgllificent cover was praised to the skies. 
COLLECTORS' mGB9T is indeed fortunate in its splendid artists. 

OUR 1S~CliL' Hll!lijRS. This month we bring you another of our special 
issues - our "FILM NOl!BER". Our cover is perhaps the C!Ost \IJIUS\lal we 
have ever presented . The i,agazine "PICTUR&S" was the first weekly 
published for the filt! fan , It was published by Odhaci's, who later 
issued a sister paper "The Pioturegoer• , Eventually the two papers 
were ~ted under the name "Pictiµ,es and Picturegoer•, .As tine 
vent on, the word "Pictures• was dropped. 

If anyone suggests that a film magazine was not an old Boys I 
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paper , we do not agree . We Nckon that boys and girls bough t thee f or 

all they weN worth . :By th e way , in the r ooo adjo ining the editorial 

office the Nlief pianist is play ing "Hearts and Fl owers . " It I e a 

coving moo en t. 

THE WHO'S WHO. The 1962 Collec t ors' Digest WHO's WHO will be is sue d 

in the $pring . Vi th this i ssue of C. D. coaes t o you t he en try f onns , 

We hope th at eve ry r e11der of C. D. will make sure that his or he r name 

i s included . · 
Much ha.rd , intricate and tedious work goes into the preparation 

of the Who ' s Who, and it is _ only by using a systemat ic oethod that we 

ar e ab l e t o cope with it. THE FORM, enclosed with thi s issue , MUST BE 

FILLED IN AIID REl'URNED if y6ur rui;:.e is t o appea r . 
The main details of yourse lf, at th e t op of th e for-.;,, are included 

free of chargo . Our usual pN - pa i d adve rti si ng rates appl y if you wish 

to give furth er particu l ars of yours elf or your collectio n . We hope 

that pl ent y of r ead ors will wish t o give ex t ra infort!lS t i on . Apart 

froo lOB!d.ng the work i:,orc cooprehensive , it will he lp t owards the 

heavy overhead costs of production . 
To llnllbl e all our over seos re aders to t ruce part, t he final dat e 

f or receiving for-ws at thi s office is fi xed as Feb ru ary 24t h. 

THE EDITOR. 

* * * * * 
RICHARIS and WODEHOUSE 

The following i t oe appeared i.n a re view of th e book 'Wodehouse at 

Work', i n t he Econor.u.st : 
"Thi s book has t he fascinati on of th e Wisden fil e fo r connoiaseurs 

of ageless cri cke t ers ; of old Brads haws fo r BlJU teurs of railway s ; of 

scholarly C<llltri r that have cs.de Sherlock Holl::es ( t o whi ch Mr. Wode

house owed a l ot a bit of histo ry; of back nucbers of Ch= , t he Boys' 

Own Paper , t he Capt ai n, th e Nacnet a nd t he Gem ( th at othe r octogen 

arian , Mr. Frank Richards , hardl y gets enough cr edi t her e fo r his par t 

in the Wodehouse s t ory . When we are ancien t hi sto ry, sooe soart pm-

di t ma.y well prove thnt Wodehouse wrote Richards as well , or evon vic e 

versa . ) 11 

ROY PARSOilS, who sent us the cut ting , coments : "The thought of 

Wodehouse and Richards playi .ng Shake speare and Baco n i s an Wilusing one . ' 

* * * • * 
.. , .. ,,.,.,,..,,.,,.,,,.,, . .,.,,..,,.,.,.,.,.,.,,.,,,.,,..,,,,,.,,,,,,.,,,.,.,,.,.,,,,,,.,,,.,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,.,,.,,,,,,,,.,.,,,,,,,.,,,,.,,.,,,,,,.,,,,,u,., .. .,,.,.,.,,..,.,,..,,,.,.,,..,,.,,,.,,.,. ,,,.,.,,.,,.,,,,1,1H"' 



Pa,g,,_ 4 ..................... -········-················· ................................................................................................................................................ . 
LET I S GO '11) THE PICTURES 

1'iy pocke t-m oney i n th e early Linete en- twenties, as pocke t -money 
went (and mine went very quickly) , wes li beral . But I spe nt plenty on 
offerings to my lit erary t as t es . 

The Magnet and th e Boy ' s Friend on lb ·Jays ; t he Popular on 
Tu~adays; th o C:...1 on Wednesdays ; th e Union J ack !llld t he School 
Friend on Thursd ays ; a conic paper or two during t he week t o fill in 
the odd mocents ; a oon thly , now and then. And, of course , the fil t:1 
fen cag azines . They made my pocket-liloney l ook s illy - espec ially as I 
felt cheated if I did not go to the pic t ures three times a week -
Mondays, Wednes days and Satur days . Pictur e goi ng in excess is t he 
ruina t io n of kids , did someone sey? If so , I t r od th o ruricy roa d t o 
ni.in with a vengeance. 

' If ey !!!oth er went with me, she paid for the ti ckets , and bought 
the Anerican Gucs to chew during th e evening , so all was well . On 
Sat ur days , mu:n and dlld both cs.110, and dad gought th e ti ckets . A ski l
ful arran,gecent , as th ere wns no hnlf - pric e for kid s on Sa turdays . 

But Mondays, if I went , I had t o ..,_y for ;;iyself. And I went . 
Soo,etimes I would make a collection of my r.iot her ' s medicine bottles . 
The chanist paid EOe tuppence a dozen for th o,: . For tuppence I coul d 
get in the pictures - a half - fourpenny. Scats were 2d , 4d , 6d and 
1/-. I had str i ct orders that I was not to go i n a le sse r cl ass seat 
t han the fourpennies - I might pick up SOJ1ething - but tup pence pro 
vided a half - ti cket , as I stlid earlier . 

~londa,y evening . Homework dashed off durin g te a- ti me, or neg
le c ted alto gether. The bot tle s sold . The ~lagnet and Boy ' s Friend JJW'
chased and tucked in cry pockets . The half - fourpenny obtained . 

And so , int o t"" cinema with it s air delici ous l y i:npr egnated 
with the smell of oranges . The big picture wes just ending . The 
continuous perfomance gave one th e happy habit of see ing t he end of 
the oain feature befo re one saw th e beginning . Not yet had come t he 
Double Feature Progrsome , a curse which has see med peculiar t o English 
ci ne= for so l ong. 

The 6-piece or chestra pl ayed for the bi g picture - Clara Bow in 
"Down to the Sea i n Shi!" " , The or chestra als o acc ompanied the Pathe 
Gazette , or it may have been the Topical Budget or t he GaUl!iont Gr aphic. 

The light s came on - click , click , cli ck - one afte r t he oth er . 
The orchestra gave place t o the relief pianist. l loved her . Her 
na.11e was Fl orrie. The ligh t s went out - click , click, click - one 
afte r the othe r, and on the screen can:e the s erial - Houdini in "The 
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Maste r Mystery , " The heyday of the serial was over , but it was s till · 
enj oyed, Then a Mack Senne tt comedy - Ford Ster li ng and Mabel Nomand 
in "Cohen Saves t he Fl ag ," I rock ed and ro lle d with l a\J8htc r - I 
have never laughed so much siooe. 

The relief pianist departed., A s lide on th e screen - Next woek : 
Ri chard Barthe lo ess and Li lian Gi sh in "Way Down East." The orchestra 
came back , 

And now t he big pic ture i s on again -
No ice-creams on sale , no trailers, no adver ti sement s fo r soaps 

and dete r gents , Al l over i n 2t hours , 
Out int o th e nigh t air . A trnt1 hoce . Toas t ed cheese f or supper , 

and a browse over the Magnet as I nib bl ed . lluc , what do you think? 
The price of th e Magnet ' s go i ng up t o tu ppence ! I shall need mor e 
pocke t-money, Mum -

Theo was the days ! 

* * * * .. 
.Q!1li IIE'i YEAR <X>MPETITI ON 

Each of th e follo wine sentences gives a cl ue t o a well -known 
characte r i n Old Boy s ' Books . To help you , her e are t he nunbcrs of 
characters fr oc, the various series , th ough not nec eosarily in this 
order : Greyfriars 3 ; Sext on Blake 2; St , Frank ' s 2; St , JiD 1s 2; 
Rookwood 2, 

ac) Il l care for t he aged c an . fb:l A twinge f or t he seni or , wnH.tire 
) Row with Ben over Mp , Met shy boy ! 'tlho was he? 

e Softly lot ce mingl e . Defer s orting t hings out with 
g Seni or tells a dark lie . i<1c•~t• th e Seni or Servi ce , te pfo!r.l'l 
h This boy sounds heavy after sunri se , 
i Ow! Lad bec oces a st r ong man, w RLc>o 

Refom hie for a spoon . ~ H- 1" (k ) Nail moth and dissect , 

'iri t e as raany as you can fi nd on a postcard or a sheet of pape r 
and post t o t he Edit or , Closing date - J ANUARY 20t h, 

A bra nd new book prize fo r your li br ary will be sent t o ea ch of 
th e two ca;ipe ti t ors who send in the uoat merit ori ous eff orts , 

* * * * * 
~: Magnets No, 28 , 39 , 648, 768, 933 and 1066 t o complete se t , 
Your price paid , 
'irit o: LOFTS, 56 SJIERINGHAM HOUSE, LO!iDON, N.w.1. 
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BL AKI ANA 
Conducted by JOSEPHINE ?ACKMAN, '27 Archdale Road, East 

Ilulwich 1 LONDON, S. E. 22 . 

Our edito r has kindly sent me, fo r inclusion i n Blakiana, one 
or two Sexton Blak e short st ories writt en for th e O. B.B.C. i nt er-club 
Cup Ccope titions . Owi~ t o their l ength t hey ,lill appear in two or 
thre e instalments , arxl this ,:onth I "fl con:nencing with a two-part 
story . 

Apart fr om this kind . of help , I havo r ecei ved only THREE 
res ponses t o my S. O. S. in the past T'.0 MONTHS! I do not intend to 
cake any further appeals , f or i t seems I ::,n only wasting a,y time. 
Suffi cient t o say : "No Material - · No Blakiana !" (at l east , so far as 
I an: concerned) , I have enough ' copy' in hand for a uonth or two ; 
after t hat it will be up t o you. 

* * * * 
BYCOHE DAi'S ON BOYS' PAPERS 
By George Ricl nond Samvays 

JOSIE PACKMAII. 

(Note - This i s an extr act fro,:, Nr. Samways' lengthy article , t he 
bulk of which has already appeared in th e Sext on Bl ake Li brary . I 
thank Mr. G. R. Samrays and Mr. ll . H. Baker fo r th eir pemiss i ojl -
per Mr . • · 0 . G. Lofts - t o reprodu ce t his extract . J. P. ) 

Within a fe w years of le aving sch ool , a forxl boyish dre!l!:l which 
I had scarcely dared t o hope would ever be rea'l i sed , was in fact ful 
filled . I be=e a menber of tre MAGIIET s t aff at the Flee twa,y House . 
Hov this came about is too l o~ a story to t ell i n detail . Suffice i t 
t o say t hat ever since my s choolda,ys I r.ad been cont ri buting li ght 

verse , and pla,ys in rhyoe , t o the Fleetway House publicati ons, es,
ecially the MAGNET and @l. 

My first prose contributi on to be accepte d was a fo ot ball stoey 
in THE BOYS' FRIEND, entitled "The Grayshott Goalie ." Oh, the t hrill 
of seeing i:,yself i n print, i n such distinguished company as Henry 

_st. J ohn, Arthur s • . !lardy anc1 ... D.mcan .stonn! . ___ ... , ..................................................... ... 
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At Fle et wey House I cet in the fl ush = Y of t hose authors and 

:,.rtis ts who had excited r.iy yout hful adr..l.r ati on, I a ls o caiae int o 
'8.ily contact with the edit ors and sub-edito r s of th e boys' papers 
flourishing at the t ice , 

The UNION JACK, then i n i t s heydey , was under the conti· ol of 
Lewis Carl t on, who later beca::ie a n nc t or, playing the part of S:3xton 
Blake on the sta ge , 

Suc ceedi ng Carlton as edi t or W:lS Wal ter Sl:ut e, a genial and like
ab le yo~ man, who wrote nn occasi onal Sext on Blake st ory , but who wns 
best !mown by hi s foot ball yarns, writ ten wider the nace of Walt er 
Edwards. 

It was Shute who quicken ed and intensified my int er est in Sext on 
Blake . He was full of generous adci rati on f or t he st ories of George 
Hamilt on Teed , who in t he opini on of r.ia.ny Blakian ~ (myse lf included) 
was t he finest of all the Blake aut hor s . A Ha:ri.lt on Teed s t ory had a 
special vintage qua lity of its own and even afte r the laps e of half 
a cen t ury I can s till read one vi th delight . 

Walter Shute having decided t o turn free- l ance , Harold ii , Twy,:u,n 
succeeded him as edit or, An old scho ol friend of !!line, Twyuan, with 
bi s natural journalistic ability and bis analytical mind , was just the 
can for the j ob . Now, in s<Iili- retireaent in Surrey , I ac sure he lo oks 
back >:ith pl ea.sure - perhaps a wistful nostalgia - t o t he days when he 
was a t the heln of the UNI ON JACK, 

The evel'-gl"Owing interest in Sext on Blake l ed t o the launching , 
in 1915, of the SEXTOtl BLAKE LIBRARY, I t s first edit or , ii , H. Back , I 
remeaber very well; also the sub-editor , Len Pratt , who eventually 
became edito r , and for half a ce ntury gave devoted service t o the 
Aw.lgama ted Pres s . 

A story by Hac il t on Teed - "The Yellow Tiger" - gave the SEXTON 
BLAKE LIBRARY a splendid send - off , A · r ~viev of its subsequent hist ory 
and vicissitude s of f ortune, would require an article in its el f . Tho 
littl e paper has enj oyed i-ts boom peri ods , and survived its slur.ips; 
and t odey, in it s new fomat , though it cay have l os t the support of 
s ome of the old "die - har d" school , it has gained a host of new readers 
al l over th e wor ld . Long oay it fl ourish . 

* * * * * 
"RAIDEi!S PASSED" 

Whilst chatting t o Len Pack.J:an on t he ' phone th e oth er evening , 
the conversati on got around t o t he first issue of the curr ent se ri es of 
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the SEXTO!I BLAKE LIBRA.'U, entitled "Rai ders Passed." At the time , 
said t o Len : "Oh yes , I rece mber having tha t issue when I was at 
sc hool ." 

Alth ough I didn ' t menti on it t o Len a t the t ime , if ever I was 
ask ed which Blake story st ands out in my :?lind the o,ost I would 
ii,mediatel.y say "Rai ders Passed . 11 Why? Because I never read i t! 

To expla in this rather extraordinary stll t ece nt , when t his i ssue 
was J>lblished I was at scho ol, and copi es of the A. P. libr aries were 
becoming very scarce on the bookstru.ls . How over, one of t1y foro 
nates was lucky eno\J8h t o be able t o have th e issues , due t o the fac t 
that his father work ed st t he A.P. He was i n the habit of pass ing on 
his copies t o me after re ading th eo . One ::iorni ng whilst class was in 
sess i on, he handed Lio v. copy of "Raiders Passed " and whispered : 11You 
can have that one , I ' ve read it . It ' s pret t y good. " 

I was jus t glancing at the cover, which I rane mber well , when 
there was a aiighty r oar fr= the foru-caste r, a certai n Mr. Wood, and 
befo re I knew what was h.'.lppening he had confisca t ed rny S. B.L. an:i I 
was treated t o six of t he bes t . Now, Mr, Wood could be likened t o Nr . 
,luelch , for he was a beas t - but a jus t beast ! And so , throughout the 
past twenty years , thi s i nci dent has remai ned in my t1emory I an:i 
s tr angely enough s,y Blake collection is s till lti nus "Rai ders Passed . " 

And now, twent y yenrs l ater , co.r.es the sequel ! 
A fe w weeks ago I paid a visit to the sch ool where my young 

daughte r is now a tte nding , and aft er l ooking t hrough sOL1e of her work 
I proceeded t o t he assooibl y hall , where th e headmaster of the junior 
school was waiti ng t o have a chat wit h all th e paren t s i n turn, Jf.y 
turn came al ong, and at the very no:nent I conf'r ont ed t he headn:aster we 
both said, alr:os t in one voi ce , 11! remeeber youtt ! For there , standi ng 
in fron t of ce , was ey old cas t er, Mr, Wood ! 

We chatted l ike ol d pals , and he r emarked t ha t it was strange 
I hadn 't see n hiJ;i before i n the Green Man ( t he local) , After we 
parted I sa v bin t ell i ng other paren t s and t eac hers that he was 
t eaching the daught er of one of his ol d pupils . He seooed quite 
ple ased ab out this , but it was obvi ous t hat t he incident of "Raiders 
Passed" had oade no il:lpre ss i on on hi s 1.1ecory . 

I wonder if he destr oyed i t or r ead it hi:JJSelf? Even aft er all 
t hese years , I didn ' t dare t o ask ! 

ilEREK ADLEY 

* * * * * 
"""'~ ....................... -........................ '" ............. ,_ .......................... , ....................... ,-................................................. , .... .,._ .............. _ ................. . 
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Acetdent, happen l 

"RfflOTE CONTROL" 
By Stanley Srni th 

And one h&ppt.ned t o Sexton Blakt l 
J. l'OWII mn - t,y nm:Mt, Dwight Da•td Fallenbacher - eek.ta a brie f appearance In t his 

ohrontcle. Hit nane t s enough to denote hts ag t and national ity . Ht was u!Al8l l.Y knCRl 

by his proOO lather - an o ttlcer- ot tb e United States Air Force sta t ioned In Norf olk -

as J111tor. On this part..tcular aprtna dq , Yom& Jmtor wa.s on a vtatt to London wlt.h 

~ 800 Pop . Tbe latter had buslnts1 a t t hl War House and had left hta son 8ld htlr 

wit h Horr.a N'.Ille sh e h8id a look at th e shops . 
Dwight David tol.l'ld th e shopa very boring . Hol!DB waz, showing great inc.er ean. tn a 

window dtsplay or rurs and ooul d not be made to toke an Int ere st tn t he oore tq><>rt ant 

tht ng.s to be seen arot.r'ld. Arter all, furs can be seen anywhere& But Nlere else oon one 
ae , bt g . red buses, pollcer.en with helmts and all th e cars go ing alon& on Ule wrong std e 

ot the road? 
In th e SI.op , a slt o sales-lad)' kept tu:Da bua . f hl door waa oPen IIIXI th e big world 

ot London becitonedL 
JW1lor vonlshecU 
What a lot to aee 1 Buses , th e lhdergrcn.1ld , those tmny tr attlo lights , ~ops wtth 

Coeds d l ~la.Ytd righ t out on the .tide-walk ! PNlt L Tes , ht was a bit h~ - o.nd those 

ban31'18S look very good 1 
Thu.s th e st.age wa.s ,et & A. bay , a bag o r bananas . a htnaer - and Berk eley Squore . 

The second lusci ous t ru tt tasted even better than the ti n t . JWllor threw the 
Bkln over hla 11\oulder . It landed wltb a t ain t •plop • on tht ste ps leocUng to an Im

posing dool"l,ay besid e Yhl eh a bra.,1 name-plat e bON th e words , •sc:~ Bl.AX£ IHVmTI

OATICf;S.• 

The trim Aston Hartin drew up by t he kerb . 
• Ne.~ worth garagi ng It , • though t Sexton Bhke , • IH l only be a t ew c lnutea , anyway.• 
Looking th e door , he took long at.ri des across th e pavement . 
•Paula mould have those papers read)' by now. I' 11 collect • • .nd get along to 

th e lnsur.:ince Coc:;,.any at once . • 
Re strod e fDMlard and on t o th t ateps . 
1 \.\'hat t he - , . 
Hts lof t toot went coci,l et elY tn the opposi t e direction t roc t hat Intended. 

8.alane e gone , Sexton Bk.a te tell tn a distorted heap on ~ steps on hta <WI orrtc• L 

•sttte.t te r , gOT? •Ere, let's g ive yer a •w 1• 
Flrst. to r each the Callen detective was an old friend . One-8.l'Old Jt.m had bea n 

selling pap ers on the corne r ever since t.he o ffi ces had been butlt , and tht start or 

Sox too Blake Invest tga t tons were Yal ued cust ooers . 
With hla one arm he t.rled t o raise the r ec\d>en t flgl.D"1. 
•Ho. don •t t 1 think ey ankl e ' s gone111 
Sexton Blak e mc:11 en ettort to get up and sank back. 
•Rtng CJ\1 t c>p bell ,• he ga sped , •and a* wt)Oever 00011 to send dOM Tinker - er 

tr . Cart er .• 
'Ri ght gov t Now you 18Y" qui et • 
Ntss Pringle wa., r lrat to 81)J>ear . With out hea t tat ton, ahe took coq,lete ohal'Se . 

•Rtng ec a ln" lilo Cl"dered Jlo. •nt.n e tl ce a l 'lb.at should brl.._ Hr. Carter . 

Now, ttr. Blake , let•s Mn a l ook at 10u1• 
Her dttt fingers explored the outs t retched t oot.. 
•No - no br eak.I ' sh e annotaleed . 1 BU't tt r eels ltk e a •,ery n.astr c,ratn. Ah1 here 



'..~ ... ,o .. ,,_, ......... -................................................... os, .. ,., ................... ... . 

you are It. Carter .. and Marton, te lephone Dr • ••••• • • 

Sexton Blake sat back. 
•Thank you , Paula ,• he sa ld, as he lltted hi s band aged r oot on t o the toot st.ool 

provided. •Put those crutch es out or Cl)' sight till t have to move agatnl • ~ Tinker, 
ca.T'!'Y on wt th t.he j obs on hand. It looks aa tr I shal l be stuck here tot a few da)'s a t 
l east. • 

Two clays had passed since the tall. 
Testerda.Y , Mrs. Bardell had n atlY refused to allow Blmte out or tbe Balter Street 

penthouse . 'fodaY wttll cany mtsg tTlngs she had allowed hto as rar as • that ther e ottlcel • 
Jt was, at l ea.st, an opportun ity or catch ing up wt th wont. Tinker was busy ln t he 

t eb(rntor7 , Paula cleari ng ~ record s of past cases , Bloke , sitting back with as much 
oomtori aa bis l eg " Wld al low, got to work. wlth the dtct nphone. 

•BRRRRRR1 

• Tes , Harlm?• 
•Hr. COutts to see )"Ou, slr
•R lght l Send ht r.i. In at once 1• 
n. e door opened . flle tlgure o r Chief Dete c t ive-I n spector Coutts seemed to rill 

Che roa:i.. 
•What•s tllt s7• he de.".\3l'lded with cock sever i ty. ' What hav e ,-ou been ~ •to? we 

beard abOUt tt at tJ\e Tard 31'1d t ~e over a., soon as I could. • 
•Just me or those th tngsl• Bloke rep lt ed. •Anyway, tt• s bet t er alreadY Sld I'll 

be tn Cull ctrculatt on short&y. • 
•Betur be& I could do "Ith your help ot the pres ent , too l ' 
•What' s up? Tr i cky CM&?' 
•Well, tt• s • • ••. 
•Look here , wetre Just going to ~ve e l evenses . Let u., all hear about It . Pertl aps 

M CM he}pl' 
He !l)Oke Int o the lnterc oc . 
•Harton,• he sat d, •br tng a.11 th e cortees In here todaf - and bri ng som or those 

Meet bt s:u tt s ttr. Cout ts li kes . • 

{To be concl uded next IXlllth. ) 

SE<'IO!I BLAKE LiilRAAY(~~1 ktlJl!Cffl (3n1 Ser t~ 

No. 1.:, One ot Seven ...... .............. . .......................................................... R, Hordtnge 
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NELSON LEE COLUMN 
~ID BY JACK l«>OD 

'Ibis IXl'\th It It our pleasure to pre.smt , tor your cnJOY'Offlt, Hart7 Brost.er'• St. Prat* '• starY ,., lch holped to wln the CUp tor \he 111dlM\d Club . The sto ry Is sllght.17 
abr i dged . 

~" T HE sr. FRANK 'S WEEKLY ~ • 

HANDFORTH ON THE TRAIL; 

A Sid.:-splittina Yarn of Handy °'' tk Staa•. 
&y L'.01,'"/ :IC'.i'IULl::1 &llOOK :I 

HAND FORTH 
PUTS THINGS 

MINOR 
RIGHT 

8Y H.\RRY BRC§JB 

Tbe St . rr :1t\k.' s boU~ers , 1.11der 
th e dl.8l"&• or Nelson Lee :met Lcrd Den-I· 
IIION, were at Kent , on t.ht RIYler a . It WU 
a nwerou., part¥ , L.clucUna Qal'W' ot t he 
tloor' VJcw etrla, end on the trip out lt had 
be~n a DUTY one. Nner had Ranr1tortb been 
,o happy• Nett:r bad hi betn so meta 1n the 
ocq:>t!f11 or ll"ll'lt &men . It had bHn 
wondertUl - till tll'1 reached Nont . 

flien thero w.i.s a tl1 in th e oJntoent : 

two ru es , ln fact • tn lbe peraona or a 
00\C)l t of YCIUll Ai:lert'3n tourists , Jus ti n 
and BW. Oood dllncers ,. ti ne a11ltr:lcrt , 
l::l>01tng tn nppen.r"l.:P3e, t heae two oap
tUN<I all UW at tent ion or Irene m Co. 
fl'le ~ at.mo,ph6re depart.ed . ET1r7-
~ th at Irene SlO Co. wen, , Juatln S'ld am went with them. hn df or"Ul waa betide 
h i.melt wi th c l1e1'7 - and t.be Nat or th e 
si. Frank'• b<Qra wer-e 1n no bett er abape. 
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That waa tlle a l tua.t lon '*'en WlllY Htn:i
tor<J\ 81TI-. 

WUJ.y had be en 1n SWttt.erland wt th 
hls porent a , and It had been an-Mgod th at 
he SloUld j o in Nelson Le et s part)' at Hent. 
And lfu11 Willy an-tved , h e was aat on l:t>ed 
at Yl\nt he u •. 

Two groups. Ted and N tpper, and Ute 
other St . F'rankt s rellows In a &J"'O\.I> oo 
th e ir o•in. In th e 11VCond groq, he aaJlf 
the gir ls , with those two strane ers, Justi n 
md Bud, In th e ir Didst . 

The keen eyes ot the St. f'rr .nk.t s 
t.ht~t OffM!r 1Wept f ro m one groq, to an
other. Ted, l ooking ra trlY eso..t In the 
oouth. Ted, l ookin g as r orlOlTI as a deod 
c.Juck. And all th e N\ll e the g irt s gazed 
at tbe two yoq Aoertcans , raaclnated by 
th e m itt gltb talk or th e two btg r ellOJJs • . 

Wlll.Y dec ided to h ove a wor,j with hls 
sister. Re at.rolled across to ttMlre th e 
girls were sitt i ng with the Aoerlcans . 

•tna• he sa id, lnt e~t Ing Just In 
ftl o Rna rel a ting a r ecen t adv enture or 
his In t he Alps. 

•oo awt11, Wlll t e,• so ld Enn , Irr 
pa.ttentl.y . •r0u S"9 tnt erTUPtlng Hr . 
Stu;yvesent . • 

•Yes , run tJA!JY, wuu e ,• edded 
Iren e, Who " aa nonl811Y very t olerant. ot 
H3nd forth Minor. 

Boo wnved hla b ig hand end sa i d ; •oo 
PleY "Ith your bw:.ket Md spade . H.<*.e 
stster a nic e sam cas tl e .• He ro ared " lt.b 
l aught er at hi s mm Joke , and th e g irls · 
Join ed t n - al l except Ena. She Ras 
gaz ing with hoJTOr at the expr ess Ion on 
WUl)' • s rac e. 

JUstln echoed hls trtend • s jocular 
rem::irtt: • res , na, 'tllft!JY and pla,y 1n th e 
aand, Utt.l e boy' . • 

WU.ly stared tb:ec:11.Y a t the tMO 
Yoms: CJOn, sid then tlnled on hi s heel 
and rej oined hi s brother and the other St , 
f'raclc.t s jll'llors. 

•Did you hear "'1at tbo.se Yankee 
rotter s called me?• he deaanded. 

Ntpper end th e reat ataNtd at hi e . 
•Well-tlba.t ?• gru,ted Ted Rand.forth . 
\.111}1 apoke de11berat el.y. 
•aoth ot thtm ca ll ed oe •Utt.l e l>OY' 

SM. told Cle to go and pl~ w Ith 1itl bUCke;.: 

and spad e.• 
The St . F'rnnk'• f ellows roared wU.b 

laught er. All the stoe , the)' knew '*'a\ 
Will)'' s facial exprea, l on Q8ant, and they t el1 
sorry tor the t wo Aoertoans . 

ff'le ne,:t r:iorn tng Willy ae eoe d IO 
ha1'e forgotten hi s re aent oent toward s Jualln 
arm Bud. After his Mlci, b e sa t ®'11 neal"' 
his sister , and Justin and BOO made hlm Iha 
c.arget ror web ot thetr wit. Ena was 
perturbed. She ten th ot th e yomg S03:'.I> 
was \.I> t o sooethtn g. 

1be St. Frd'lk' a tag l Q bask t ng ln t.he 
MJ'l., buc. he ¥11&.1 reallY tar troc l aQ . He 
pa id partloular atten ti on to the oct tons ot 
th e t wo t.at rlcans after they r etumed rro c 
t.hctr Un al 2MIC1 bef ore 11.K'loh. He not.toad 
th at they used o apeoto.1 ;c.1n l oti on ac,.. 
s lc:tuousl.Y, but they "ere not generous . tbey 
used plentt tbease1vca, but nev er or tered 
ony to th e gtr l a. Hm,dtorth Minor le an ed 
acroas and picked ~ th e t t n. 

•0on•t be ru:te , Wlll.7,' sa id Dla , 
seWNl.Y. •T ou truat not tnterrere with 
other peopl e 's property.• 

1S01'1'7l• Wll).y " M C<:llt.rlte . • I onl7 
want.ed to aee th e noce on the tin . • 

Juat In l aughed. 
•ttts a l oti on for cen , not f or th e 

use of l tttle boys , • he sol d and laughed 
ag ai n uproor loua)y at his joke. Once 
aga in the girls aeeQed va s tly ente rt ain ed 
by the big f ell ow' s clnernesa . 

Arter 11.llCh, the St . Frank' 11 fe ll ows 
sa,r not.bing or Will)' r or an hour or t00re. 
t..nter ha rej o ined the parey on U\8 bea oh. 

•Thar. k.l d' a beoo up t o somethtng , • 
cootlded tb:lure to hta fri ends, but Hmd
torGl ml.y s ighed. 

Walt er Church l a~ ed s ort17. 
• soaeone .. 111 r Ind out. very soon., tr 

I know Will.)' ,• he ru:!Orted . 
The two Al:lertonns "ere oo.o.tng out of 

the water, md they J oined the Hoor View 
gir l s . Handt orth l'1ajor scowled . 

\fl1at 11n.g, "Ith hls hnnds In his 
p,ock.eta, Wtl.17 s auntered pa.st. th e st. 
Frank's 0"0\.1>, sXI sa c. dOlffl near his 11.c.er. 

•WbOre hsfe you been, Wtl]¥?• asked 

•JU.at tor n stro ll romd the shop .. ·. : 
. .,,,.,,.,,.,.,,.,,,.,,..,,,..,u,,, .. , .. ,.,.,.,., .. .,,,,.,.,,,,. .. , .. ,.,,.,, ,u,..,.,,.,.,,.,,.,.,, . .,.,,..,..,,,.,..,,.,.,.,,.,., .,,..,., • .,.,.,.,.,, •• .,.,.,,,.,,,,..,,.,,.,,.,.,,.,,,..,,m,,.,,,, ,,,.,,,.,,,,>-• 
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WlllY Nplted a lrll,y. 

Ena dld oot like the l ook. on hts 
t oee , but m e sa td notlltng turth er . ldl.Y 
Wllly wns watd'ltng 1:be Mt tcs or Justin 
and SW . n,ey ware ul ne their tOlltl s 
brl skl.Y, pNparo.torY to us ing the tnevl
t oble sk.10 l otion . Tbat rmous l otion , 
tn Its bri ght yellow tin, ley bet ween th er.i. 

Wl llY rose , Sid moved toffards the 
yow,,g men. He st\d> l ed over Irene ' s l egs 
Md landed on nll tours on top ot th e two 
J.oertcans. 11\efewera ~ squeals troc 
Justtn and BUd. 

•CltnSY yomg glnkl • growled Bud. 
•Look -mere you•ve kic ked our loti on, you 
cl\.EI.SY li t tl e tool .• 

•so 81l!T)', • gn.,ped W111.Y. 1 1111 get 
lt tor YOU.' 

He scra::tiled ti,• p lck.ed uP the t In• 
and c.10de a gre at show ot wipi ng th e sand 
fl"OC!l tt on bis bl azer . He C((De towards 
the yol.ll£ a:en, QM handed the t in to the e 
ClJnJllr Ill& I 11 Cl nnll)' Ter)' SOfT1. I 

Wlll)' r ej oined Nipper Md Co. , llho 
had. been ll!lllSed spectators or ffl.ot bOO 
happened . 

Pitt cln.pped Ole r.- on the shoulder 
and sa id: •Oood tor you, yO\llg llondt orth. 11 

HMdtorth Minor said nothl ne. He sa t 
dom , bts gaze ru ed Intent ly on tbe 
adjoining gro14>. 

Jus t In StU)"Vesent was en Joy Ing ht ose lt. 
Very proud of bi s tt ne pbys lque, he wes 
towelli ng hlm etr l'l gorow:l)' . In toot they 1 
hod suoh oo adorloC a\Xli ence . 'ffle Noor I 
Vtew at r ls watch ed thee "'th undiBGUlsed · 
adl:llr att oo. 

J usti n started tellln& thee how he had 
nearJy been chosen a.s •Hr. Americ a• tn 

ment at thetr ~ rlcan fri ends . 
'Ib ey too , were gnsplng . Soc>ethlng 

was troubllng dl eo. Bud writhed, Justin 
rubbed his should er. 1ben both began to 
scrn.tch th eose l ns . 1be glrls gl\Md ot th eci 
ln l!llBZecent. The acr atchlng bec1Xl8 
t'rMt lc. J.n awtuJ. ex:pN as ton or .aheer to i
ture wM on each or the yoq cen•s roces 
a.a they scr atched away at th e Ir bodies. 

The Noor View glr l s shutrled 8ff3!/ In 
al=> . 

The yoq Amrlc r.ns seeoed to have 
gone .cad. T1'le Ir anguish ed races r eoord ed 
every r n~ e of upresst on. S'UddenlY, wtth 
000 yells, the y l eaped to th e ir feet and 
tore through Ule eoazed cl"'OWd of onlookers 
:rid plun ged Into the aen . 

The water or the Hedl terran eon seemed 
to add t o th e ir c lsery. Justin clutcbed 
hi s coir ade , then pointed tren zied l :Ya.C. the 
tNsh-f'3ter r ount oln In fralt or the 
hotel. Lik e Otyq:,lc record breakers th ey 
rm and le aped towords the fo!Xltatn. In 
they went, wallowing llke an imals 1n the 
cooling water . Seemingly It eased th e Ir 
sut t er lng for the rod look l essened on 
their count ennnoes, and gave w;v to a 
st upet led l ook of !tlace . 

.Two p:>llceoen nrr1v ed on the scene . 
Bath ing was not allowed tn ornament al 
tom t ains , and the t.M:I l ookl ess W rt oan · 
ctt lzens were led ort, prot.cstlng and at lll 
scratchtng. 

Lord Oon-lrot"e •s party dld not see th ee 
aea ln. ni.e party had a bll orlous eventna , 
and nobodY was ch.eerier than Ted Hendtorth. 

sooe displa.Y or other ow r In t.he States. The next day th e party "M at sea 
He sat. doMl and started on the t.tn ot aga in in the yacllt. Hent was t ar beh100 
10 t ton. - £acb yow,,g fellow took a 11, eral thea - ar.d so ..ere Ju.st.in md BUd. 
hondtul t ree t.he t.tn, and they ccu::aeneed Lol.l'lgln.g 1n cmve.s cha irs on deck., 
the t ac lllar rltual ot anointi ng the me l ves ; the boys were dls,:us.sing th e strange event 
Talking al l th e "11le, tbeY rub bed rJlfaY · ot th e previ ous attem oon. The g irl s were 
" li.h the loti on .. ~ !boulders , ches t s , li s t en ing wltbotJt jotntn.a ftl'1 largel.)' In 
l egs . nien they lay baic.:c lazily in the . the conversat Ion. 
hot saro . \ •r ou tnow,• sa td Nipper, thoUghttullY, 

lhe sun' had reached Its pemt. It j •WtllY wortc.ed tha t bu.,tness 7esterdaJ , 
reallY wns hot. 1be Hoor View girls l but . t•o dashed tt I can ttgure out. how he 
SR'eltered and nl.most gasped tor bre a th. 1 dJd tt.• 

l1DrJOl"'le Teq:,le waa just saying thnt Nel son Lee, stsndtng bY the ra il, 
It woUl.d be pleasant to be on th e sea : had been taktng note ot tbe bo7s• cbat t.er. 
agatn, ltl en ..._. stopped .!llort. All the 1 He spc,ke t.o 12:la:J at las\, ~nt tn his 
&lrl s .wel".'9.,now 1~1ns .. wtth .. aome .. aston tm- .... ~L!3lH ........ IT9M .. lffl ~ ~nQt, :rm: .. wsez-yoot,• . 
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he Mi d. • t.ord D<.rrtoor e and I were 'A presen t t roc Justin stwvuent ,• 
,ra.tcllt .ng , S'ld • MJ1J tt o.11. Wtl)J' ohsnged he Edded. He " alked sedatelY e,my t owarda 
t he ti ns , He replaced th e genu tne ti n of the hai.ertwey. 
l ot t on wlUI. one to 'fltllch seoe t n-1\alt Irm e stared a t th e t in , whlU thl 
chemtoal bad been added . cast your minds others roared wtth mirth. 
beck, Md ,ou will reco ll ect that ho cad e Ch\r"Ch cou lcJ not forget Hand1t a mt aer,r 
qut~ a pert~ , ot wtptng th e ttn on at Hent, He sa id polltelY , •That' a the 
hi s bt aza- . hi e ttn of l oti on '*itch 8u1 genuine stuff 8Ud end Justin used . You 
md JUatln uetd camo rroo w1117•s podc.et ,• al"ays erand tor soue l~ne . • 

fl'le St, Fronk 1 s junior s roared. 11\8 gtr l col oured , nnd with a sup crt> 
•fll e awful y~ rn.sccl. l• gasped En;o, ges tur e or contec:c>t aha tossed the tin 
At that ClOCent Wll ],y hi mself cc.me over the ra n Into the sea. 

nl on.g the dock . He s t opped 1n fron t or F.dwBJ"d Oaweld Hondtorth SC11led 
Iren e Manners. Sol ecnlY he handed her a heppt)y, 
Slal l round yellow ti n , -----

* * * * 
HOW THEY HEGAN No, 14 . 

THE STORY 
OF 

FILM FUN 
By W. O. G. Lofts 

Do you ro l:'lEl:'i be r 
'Eddi e ' the Happy Edi to r? 
Of course you do, if y ou 
read go od ol d FlU! ruN in 
the days of your youth . 
I t was ny good f ortune t o 
neet one of the ' Happy 
Edit ors ' a few years ago , 
in the shape of n Mr . 
Philip Davies , who had 
been in control of the 
pa per for cacy years . We 
bad s oc,e in t eres ting dis 
cussi ons on one of oy 
favourite comic papers. 

11Do you know, Mr. 
Lofts," said the edito r, 
at one of our meetings, 
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"it is a fact th at I just do not know 
t he age gr oup of people who read Fim 
FUN - we get letters fr a., readers of 
all ages - in cluding ClaJ'\Y adults ." 
That SUllllled up exac tly the impressi on 
I have always had about FILM FllN. 
Indeed , I must confes s , that long l ong 
after I had p.,.t my cooic papers behi nd 
me, FIW FUN never l os t my interest , 
until pr obebly recently , when its 
cont ents todey obviously cater fo r the 
juvenile carket. 

The start of FIUI FllN Clllkes an 
interesting story . Since the s tart of 
th e century , one of th e nos t ser i ous 
rivalsto the ~ated Pres s group 
of juv eni le papers, had been the fin:, 
of Trapps Ho:Wes & Co. Since 1909 
th ey had been producing a weekly 
picture strip cooic entitl ed PICTURE 
FUN which was se lli ng very well indeed. 

Fred G. Cordwell one of the 
edit orial heads, who in the past for 
th e Amalgar..at ed Press had produced 
such rnoney s pinners as 'Fun and 
Fi cti on' ' Firefly ' 'Merry and Bright ' 
and othe rs of t hat ilk, th ought up the 
bright ide a of having a new co::lic, the 
contents entirely devot ed t o cocic 
strips of curren t popular fi ln stars 
(es pecially coo:edians) ruid stories on 
th e sru;,e the r:e for his new ventur e . 

And so FILM FllN was born , based 
on an idea indirectly fro r., PICTURE FIJN. 
The first issu e appeare d on January 17th 
1920, priced 1!<1 and was al so of a new 
handy size, copied by such comics as 
'Ie.ndy ' ' Beano' ' Radio Fun' and 'Magic 
Cccic ' at a much later date. There 
were 20 pages , and also a free gift of 
a j>h~ogr~of 'Fat t;,: Arbuckle ' who---· 
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THE 
SILVER CORD BROKEN 

By t he F.ditor 

The cloaing hours of 
Christmas were saddened for 
count less thousands of people 
who had beard over radio or 
television that Charles Hamil ton 
had died . Hours , inexpressibly 
saddened for those of us f or 
whom ho had provided a back
ground throu8'1out t he whole of 

our lives ; saddened , too , for 
n new generation which has been 
swept into tbs fairyland of 
Greyfriars by t he magic of his 
pen. 

The Gram Old l>ian bas 

gone. It can be said of him 
w1 th complete and certain truth 
that he has left an ecpty space 
which can never be filled . Years 
ago, when wr1 ting my His t ory of 
the Gem, I said that be stood 
alone - there would never be 
another like him. That there will never will be is as certain as 

t hat tbs sun will rise tomorrow • 

Early in the afternoon of Boxing Day the news was flashed 

t hrough t o t he Victoria Palace where The Grand Ol d Man• s most famous 



r-:~:i:on , Billy Bunter , was going through anothe r of his adventures . I 
I ~~hind the scenes a gloom i.nevi tably descended upon the cas t , t he II 

I 
producers, and everyone connected with the production. But on the 
stage, in the tradition of the theatre , the show went on - joyful, 
hi l arious , full of life - while the audience roared its delig ht. 

I Perheps dear old Frank Richards 1:as there in the wings - rubbing his 
hands and giving tha t old familiar chuckle - that his beloved brain 

I child lives on - and will live on for mny , many years to come. 

I Only last September I was with Frank Richards in tha t 

I 
deligh t ful study of his at Kingsgate by the sea. I t is an odd 
fact , but I seemed to have a premonition that he was not to be 
spared to us for much l onger. I had put off going to see him , for 

I Kingsgate is not an easy place to reach from Surbiton . Life these 
I days is such a rush and a bustle - t her e i s so much to do. One puts 
; things off . 

i But somehow the cessage came to me t hat unless I went a t 
I once I should be t oo late . I am deeply and lrumbly thankful t ha t I 

went when I did. 

In my article on my viai t "Appointcen t with Perpetual Youth" 
I cocm,ented that t he very air of the Grand Old Man I s study seeiood 
impregnated wit h the spirit of the wonderful characters he bad 
created - everlasting boyhood - and tha t was no exaggera tion. To
day that lovely study is silen t. The spirit of boyhood has left 
that peaceful room, But , out in t he wor ld , that spi ri t will neve r 

I die while a sin{:le one of us is left. The world which Frank 
I Richards created will always live on for tho se of us who love Grey

friars, St . Jim ' s , and Rookwood - for those of us who so loved 
deeply thei r crea t or and f or tho se of us who wil l never f eel qui t e 
the same again now that- he has left us . 

All through the years Charles Hamilt on was a strange, rathe r 
mysteri ous symbol for we who l oved his work. I doubt whether any 
of us bad . ever 100t him or knew anything C!Uch about him while the 
Gem and the Magnet were still alive . The editorial policy of t he 
papers had added to t he mystery ; t he dozen or so pen-names which 
he used added to the wonder; and the fac t that many substitute 
writers had work published under his pen- names clouded the issue 

I 
still fUrther. 

$0100 of us , certainly, bad penetrated to s0100 extent t he 



uncertainty . I knew - and countless others l ike me must have 
known - t ha t one man was writ ing t he bes t of th e stories of Grey 
friars, St . Jim ' s , Rookwood, Cedar Creek, Ken King, and th e Benbow. 
I knew t hat th e l<rit er was really named Charl es Hamilton , the oan 
who had crea t ed St. Jim ' s long ago in Pluck . I 

But beyond that, the obscuri ty remained , - and , to some 
extent, remains to-day . Even now, we know li tt l e of the f'undamentall 
backgroum of the man we loved so much. Perhaps I hope tr.at we I 

I never shall know. j 
Strangely enough, real worl d- wide fame came to Charles I 

Hamil ton lon g af ter the peak of his power was passed. His best j 
wor k in t he Gem was done between 1910 and 1914, and again be tween 
1921 and 1924 . In the Magnet bis greatest achievements appeared I 
be tween 1927 and 1935. To the keen student of bis work down t he 
years it was obvious t hat the s tories of the la t er Magnet, first- I 
class though they wer e, l acked somethi ng which the s t ories of a few 

I years eo.rlier had posse ssed . 

We have delighted in the pos t-war books of Billy Bunte r, but 
nobody would claim th a t any single one of them came within a long 
way of t oo standard of the Magnet s tori es . They have all been 
excelle nt school s t orie s - that goes with out saying - but the vivi d 
plots and too char acter i sa t ion of the old days have been missing . 
No doubt this was partly due to the insistence on t he part of the 
publishers for the l ig ht type of s tory f ea tur ing Bil ly Bunter . 

Aeain, str angely enough, Charl es Hamilton's best pos t - war wor 
has bee n see n in the Tom Merry s tori es publ ishe d by Spri ng Books . 

Real fame came lat e to this great man whose inf luen ce on the 
youth of Britain for more than half a century has bee n beyond 
compute . If any man did real good with bis l i:fe - real , l asting 
geed f or the world in which he lived - that man was Charl es Hamilton. 
We must all feel t his sad morning that Brit ain herself did him less 
t han justice. Honours have been heaped upon people whose achieve
ment s have been infinitesimal beside those of Char les Hamil ton. 
Perhaps he may have been contented t hat it was so . Perhaps t he lov 
of millions was sufficient for the man who asked so little and gave 
so much. 

In 1952 was publish ed the Autobiography of FrBllk Richa rds . 



It was a joy to possess but sadly disappointing in that it lef t so 
much unsaid . We learned nothing of his childho od , nothing of his 
schooldays . He want ed it so. Clearly, it was his wish that the 
st ory of his early life should remain untold. I hope that it will 
remain unt old - t hat there will be no ferre t ing into tha t period of 
his life which he obviously wished to remain private . 

We saw him ss something of a playboy in the sout h of France 
in the few years just prior to the first World liar . Then silence -
until he reappears at Welwyn Garden City where he lived during the 
second World War. I t is only in the past fifteen years that we 
have seen somet hing of a concrete picture of this man who influenced 
our 11 ves so greatly. 

And nov he is gone. God bless him. God Rest His Soul. 
Maybe he is in a special Heaven, surrounded by all those characters 
which he brought to life . They will never be forgot t en . Neither 
will he . 

TllE FEB.'!UARY ISSUE 

Of 

COLLECTORS ' D I GEST 

will be " 

SPECIAL MEMORIAL NUMBER 
TO 

FRANK RICHARDS 
- AN ISSUE YOO llILL ALWAYS TREASURE -
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was in those days one of the Kingpins of 
Comedy. 

The front cocic strips were of 
' Winkle • th e Pa the Mirth Vizard - a 
naoe used by the great Harold IJ.oyd in 
his early days. Pages 2 and 3 contained 
a hU1Jorous story of 'Fatty ArbuckJ.e 1s 
Schooldays ' wr1 tten by hillself, but I so 
t old , these were editorially scripted . 
The illustrations of thi s tale, and 
caey of the cool.c strips which vere to 
appear in the following years were by 
George llilliac Wakefield , who had been 
connec ted with the s11:1e group of coc
pani on papers for many years . A larll9 
can , with lnJ88 hands , and a very clever 
boxer in his youth , it was hard t o see 
how te could dr aw such boys with cherub 
faces; indeed , one collector soce years 
ago described all hi s boys as having girls ' 
faces ! Maybe it was thi s icpression that 
I.lBde soce people think that he was 
actually a wocan! fu t ' Bill' Wakefield 
as he was called by fellow artists , had 
a great sense of hunour and this is to 
be f ound in his cooic drawings . Prob-
ably he will be receobered best for his 
ROOKlt'OQD illustrations . 

Pa«es 4 and 5 of the first issue 
of FllJI ruN cont ained conic strips of 
' Lawrence Secion' and ' Baby Marie Osborne• 
who suroly au.st be a grandmother by now, 

Poees 6, 7 and 8 contained a serial 
story entit led :screen Struck ' by 1Jaclc 
Fordwich I a naoe which hid the iden tity 
of Harold J. Garrish, a forcer Director 
of kls.lgalilated Press Ltd ., wbo died in 
harness a few years ago , The illustrati ons 
of this ser ial were by that saall , 
extre,:iely clever lrisbcan, J. Louis Scytb, 
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vho, like G. \I . Wakefi eld , had been connected wi t 11 the s""1e group of 
papers since the • Fun and Fiction ' ds,ys . 

The centre pages consisted of another ca:iic strip of ' Earle 
Montgocery and Jos9ph Rock• when these were stars . 

How IJallY while seated in a cOU1fortably uphols tered Picture 
Theat re realise th e perils and dangers which daily throaten t he life 
of the caoe r a r.ian? Well , here was a thece for another grand series 
of s t ories on pages 12 and 13 ; the explo i ts of Jack Rightawa,y, the 
Fearless Caoer a Man. 

'Mack Swain ' the one and only k:brose . ' Ben Turpin and Charlie 
Conklin ' ( th e l a tter later changed his name t o Lynn for sone reas on, 
and is a different character from the fan ous Chester Conklin) ' Sli,, 
SWNJerville 1s side - spli t ters ' and 'Jaoe s Aubrey ' cade up the rest of 
t he contents, which was a grand 1-!d worth even in 1920. 

Such was the success of FILM FUN that in April they i ntroduced 
a companion entitled KINEMA COMIC which was identical in format , with 
'F atty Arbuckle I in comic strip fom on the fron t page. This no 
doubt sea l ed th e fate of the old PICTURE F1JN - which had been hit badly 
by th ese new rivals in the la st few n onths , as shortly aft erwards the 
Amalga.,:iated Press Lt d ., bought out all the Trappe Holmes papers and 
PICTURE FUN was inc orpora ted int o FILM FUN. 

The main policy of FILM FUN was t o be s trictly topical and to 
have th e most popular cocics of th e filcls in strip fom and by s ticki ng 
t o t his poli cy , tho sales always rea ched a very high level , Jfo, 45 
br ought the firs t increase of price to 2d when in a short editorial 
not i ce FILM FUN was described as a 1Ca:iic J ournal•; surely proof 
that it was intended f or readers of all ages . 

One can easily trace t ho rise and fall of cany of the early 
cineca s tars in tho years that foll owed . Har old Lloyd; Charlie 
Murray; Baby Peggy ; Wes ley Barry; Jacki e Coogan; Lupino Lane ; Buster 
Keaton; and Grock , the fan ous c l own, were a few t hat appeared , with 
t he first naced appearifi6 on the fr ont page for many years, now under 
his :,ore fa:niliar !Ulllle. 

Every boys ' paper had it s own private detective , and FI!}! roN 
was no excep tion . In the la t e 20 1s they introduced a Mr. E. and his 
chinese assistant Li ng Su. The 'E' I have been told stood for 
F.dwards - but he l iked to be called 'E' for sho rt. Readers , who rM.y 
at once exclaim th a t surely the detective of FILM FUN was Ja ck Keen, 
may be surprised to know that he originally appeared in Kineca Comic 
until that pape r folded up in 1932 . For th e records, then , Jack Keen 
~-~ed in KI!iUL'!. .COMIC .. i n .. issue 582 dated ... 20th ,June , .,,1;1.21 ... - ... when ,tho .. 
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front cover featured a l ar ge illustrati on showing a dramat ic scene fro ra 
the s t ory . Jack Keen was of a s imila r type t o the great Sexton Blake . 
His assistant was Bob Trotter , who surprising ly like Tink er was pi ck ed 
up by hi s master , when a waif of th e streets . I have good reason t o 
be li eve that thi s character was crea ted by Alfred Edgar , the Blake 
writer , but the sto r i es th at were written through the years that were 
t o foll ow, were written by a syndicate of writ ers , many indeed who were 
known i n th e Bl ake field of ficti on. 

Probably the c:iost f amous chara cters ev er to appear in Fill< FUN 
were that wonderful pair of cooiedians Laurel and Hardy . They actually 
s t arted in issue No. 564 dated November 8th, 1930 in t he middle pages, 
and they were to run for no less t han 1 4 10 cooiic ad ventures until 
fasue No . 1974 , dat ed Nov. 16th , 1957 , (proba bly thro ugh the death of 
Olive r Hardy). For ma.ey, many years they were illustrated by G. W. 
Wakefie l d, and on his death they were continue d by hi s son , whose 
sty l e was amazingly simila r. Terence (Terry) Wakefield so I ha ve 
been to l d is now an Ambulance driver in London, as the bott oo, has 
fal l en out of t he ol d cooiic illustratio n market in re cen t years . 

Joe E. Brown; Schnozzle (Jimmy IAJrnnte); Cl aude Hul bert ; Max 
•lille r; Sydney Howard; 0111 Mother Ril ey; Sid Field; Frank Randle; 
George Formby; Bud Abbott and Lou Costello ; Rona ld Shiner; Dean Martin 
and J erry Lewis ; Red Skelton ; Tommy Cooper; Harry Seccxnbe; and Terry 
Thcx.18.3 - FILM FUN had th em all , and l'ra sure that the above names will 
bring back tremend ous nostalgi c memories t o many. 

1957 was I think the t urni ng poi nt for the changes that were t o 
cooe in the fo:rooat fo r FID I EUN. Is sue No. 1954 was the first 
att empt t o colour th e cover in bl ue - whil st other weeks sa w green and 
yellow borders . Terry Thomas by thi s tim e was featured on the fr ont 
page drawn by t hat supe rb ccxni c arti st ' Jumbo' Wilson, whose comic 
ar,i, rus espec iall y had no equal , and th e content s by t hi s time were 
changing to more juve nile tast es . 

Now what of FIUl :Em, t oday? Subtitled ' and Thrills ' it ' s still 
a g-:,od 4~ . worth , th olJ8h its price has in cr eased 2<XJ{. sin ce 1920 . 
The front illustrati ons of Walt Disney ' s ' Goofy' are I suspec t by an 
Anglo- U<inis h arti s t by th e name of Neilson. Tocy Hancock cooiic 
strips in the inside pages may be by one of the famous Parl ett Bros . 
(See how t opi cal FIUi FUN fa , by the dropping of Syd. J ames.) Pi cture 
s t ory st ri ps are by artists unknown t o me, whils t surely th e ' Film 
Fun ' quips or jokes are by our ol d friend J . W. Wils on. . 

' Mr. Midshipnan Easy ' i s drawn , of course, by our old frie nd 
Er ic Parker , whose hobby of different unifo:roos bears him in good stea d ........................................ ___ ., ...................................................................................... _ .......................................................................................... . 
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of t he deys of the pirates . Burry Ford ' s Round- Up is s till a very 
interesting feature , thou/lh I think I will be dip l omatic and not 
reveal tho identity of the 'author • behind this series . And last but 
not least, the stories of s~. Franks schoo l (now broullht up-t o-da te 
since t hey first appoared in 1917 in the 'Nelso n Lee Library ' ) written 
by E. S . Brooks . There has been c:,uch criticism of th ese s t or i es by 
many people , especially of t he changing of characters ' names, and it 
certainly i s not my int ention t o make a controv ersial subject of it 
in this article , but i t is a fact that these stories have proved very 
popular with the modern generation of r eadern , and t he editorial 
powers shou ld be congr atulated on th eir fo re s i ght in a t le ast reviving 
some of t he most popular sch ool stori es in juvenile fiction . 

And as I close c:; art ic l e on th e st ory of FI!ll FUii, the re ade r 
must bear with me, t hat it is a sheer impossibility t o cover all the 
hist ory of this most popular comic in the space allowed for thi s 
articl e - I could add of 'Tha Adventurm of Madcap Molli e • writte n by 
' Pearl lihite ' i n th e 1920 ' s ( so recently ,:,ent i oned in the C. D. ) . 
Cowboy Picture strij:<l of Buck Jones and Tim McCoy drawn by tha t faroous 
' Thriller ' and ' Nels on Lee ' art i st Arthur J ones , and again t ha t 
mystery of Charli e Conkli n and Charli e Lynn, plua that fac:,ous se ri t.l. 
reprinted i n FIIl , ruN of "House of Thrills " originally in th e BULLSEYE, 
(another of Fred G. Cordwell ' s papers) . They th oUBht so hi ghly of 
him at t he Amalgamated Pres s that a special memori al service was held 
for him i n Fl ee t Street on his dea t h . 

I st ill buy FILM FU!l these days for my nephew, and if re aders 
today want good valu e for money, they coul d do no be t ter t han buy a 
copy of good old FILM ru?I. 

* * * * * * * * * 
CJ.N J..lft GOOD SAHARITAN REJ.P? Only one copy or 11Xll:lUI BOT ta needed to cor.-plete an ent tre 

;~ .~~~~!., ;~ ~~DD!~G~~~:1, .. ~~~:_: _~~~~~~.:::":~:.:_:~.-""-"•• 
C1 Md'!: ott ered t or good copies or the foll owing 113.gnets: l&.5, 52, 134 , 195 , 205, 2}S , 
239, m. Also ,ranted Hac:,nets Nos. 318 , 319, 3M , 3LL.'>, 3'.P, 347, }57, }58, ltOO, 417, 
422, 1'}5, '439, ~. l.1,9, 719 , 752, 713, 809; coat tuues between 821 end 890; 900, 
921, 924, 925, 9.36, 9'3, 940, 9~ , 943, 9t.6, 951, 965, 9o1, 988, 996. Your pric e poid , 
or u oorct u.changes. Volmes bought cont ntntne aey ot the above n\d>ers. Good 
condition essen tial . 
DUC FAYN~, , ... EICEUIICR HO\SE, GROVE ROAO, SUUS11'01. ·---····,_ , .......... ---·--··-· ·- .. -· .. . 
WANT§O: Sexton Bloke Llbrartea Ut sert es Noa. 11, 17, J?, 105, 109, 111 , 198, 20I , 219, 
2nd series Nos. 293, 296, Jai , ~ 2, 474, llJ5, 520, €&!. I.Ilion Jacka 689, 691 , 69} , 7(12., 
7~ . 711, 7~ . 7'J6, 740, 785, 786, 788. 79.J, 798, 800, 802, 803, 80CJ, 811, 813, 814, 818, 
10li1. 1<:64, 1098, 1390. 
~ . J. PACKXAN, 'Z1 ARCHDA1E ROAD, EAST Dln..WICH, i.cmx:H, S. E.22, 
____ ,..., __ .,,_,, . .,,.,..,..,,.,.,.,..,_,,,_,,., ,_,...,.., .,.,,,,,,.,.,,,.,_,.;,,..,_.,,, ,_ ... __ ,..,,.,,,,, __ ,,,, __ .. _ ,..,,...,_,H ... ,.,.,. 
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1 _1~1_u~1r ltl1t:i'1AHDS. 

F.\MOUS SERIES No , 15 
Appearing early i n 1923 , this aeries ran i n the Ma;:net in pleasan t 

connection wi th the st ori es in the Gem at that ti.J!le. In th e Gem, 
Harli n Cliff ord had told how Levi son ~linor come t o nm owo;y from St . 
J im' s . Frank Rich:irds t ook up the story in th e Magnet , ond the ab ove 
i s the opening story of the Greyfriars part of t he tale . Frruik Levison fo und refu&e at Greyfriar:i , where Levison Major j oined hiJ!I in a 
delightful set of t ales . 

DO YOO RairnBER? By ROGER H. JENKDlS 
No, 38 - Gem llo . 441 - "Too Cl ever by Half" 
··· ··-- Stories about the Fifth f onn .• nt St ._ Jim ' s ... al ways _have •. a ._spec ial ........ 
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att r act ion fo r collectors , perhaps because t he;· t end t o be of a raore 
serious and dr amati c nature , with less of the horseplay in which s ome 
of t he l igh ter stories abound. "Too Cl ever by fialf " is ce rt ainl y a 
fas cinating tllle which has a centre of i nteres t i n the senior schoo l, 
and it dese rv edl y r an.lcs as one of t he cl ass i cs of t he Gem. 

St . Leger was spo tted gaobli ng by llajo r Stri nger , a governo r of 
the schoo l . The Fifth - fonner , in dcS!).)rat ion , ref used to {;ive hi s 
=e , and went back t o tho schoo l to ask Cutt s for advice . It turned 
out t hat Baggy 'i'rimble had been in th e nei ghbourhood a t the time , and 
Cutt s i ngenio us ly decided to fin d Trimble anc! thank him for pullin.; 
Cutts out of th e r iv er at 3.45 p.m. - th e cruc i al time , Cut ts had 
calculated well, Of course , Trimble could not ref r ain f ree, claiming 
the gl ory of this all eged act of hero i Slll, and , when Maj or Stringe r 
callle t o the sch ool and i dentified St . Leger as the mis creant , 
Trimble I s evid ence was avail abl e t o pro ve that the major must have 
been clis t aken , The Head announced with ple as ure t ha t St , Leger was 
clea red, without .1 single stain on his charac t er . 

!,aturally enOIJ8h, the sto ry could not end the r e . Tri mble began 
to "borrow" money frotl St . Leger at an elanning r at e , and was i n turn 
bl ackmail ed by l·:ellish and Pig.,"Ott . The i nevit 11blc crash came, and 
St , Leger was not expelled only because his fat h~r had been i njured 
at the Fron t , and Dr, P.olraes was umdlli ng to aggrav ate the dis tre ss 
of St , Leger ' s fat her at t he ti.I.,e . 

Gem No. 44 1 was p.,blished in the summer of 1916, but t he si gns of 
wartime dcpri vat io n wero few. It i s true that the old blue cover had 
gone fo r good, but t he pape! ' coul d st ill boast 24 pa,'!"• , and looke d 
subs t ant i al l y the sar.ie as it had done in i t s glorioua hnyday , The 
food consumed by t hose picnicing on the r ive r ,ms as choice and sub
stan ti al as it had been i n dcys of yore, and D'Arc y was depicted i n n 
rowi ng- boat with his top per resplen dent in th e J uly sunsh i ne . Hard 
t ic;es were to come, but a s ummer af t ernoon i n England w:.s s t ill t he 
t:ilte for lU3h and l ru;y pleasure in t he assured days whon Cutts and 
St . Leger were "Too Cl over by tlal f . 11 

LEI" 3 BE COh'TROVERSIAL 

!lo, 55, The Subs t Mcc and The Shndow 

Bill Loft s r ecent l y wrote me as follows : "I Wll puzzl ed as to 
how E. S. Brooks came to be credited with h.~vins wri t ten most of the 
Gem subst itu te s t or ies toli ards th e end of the subs tit ute run, Actually 
Franci s Warwick wrote , a ~~aty,an.y of them;,. he .has . hi s bonnd_volumes ... of 
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his own tales , and he names chsractcrs he invented. The Hand fo rth 
t ales were by Brooks , of course ." 

I am not sure whether Bill is not caking an assumpt ion , r ath er 
like th e gen tl eman who asked the cl assic question "Have you stopped 
bea t ing your wife?" I do not know whether Nr . Brooks has eve r bee n 
credited with writing most of the Gem substitute sto ri es during the 
period in question , but evidence seems to show t hat he wrot e a good 
me.ey Gem t oles during the t wenti es . llhat strikes me as really aston 
ishing is that few peopl e seem to car e two hoot s who wrote any of the 
subst i tut e sto ri es in eit her the Gem or the Magnet. 

A decade back , t he substit ute writers rec eived something less than 
justice . They were condemned, not so much for what t hey wrote but 
because they wrote at all in the Hamilt on papers . In the past few 
years the pendulum has swung in t he opposite direction , and a certain 
amount of whitewash has been s l opped int o the stream of substitution 
which s pread like a morass acros o both papers for cany years . 

The moder ate view , clearly , i s that a number of substitute 
stories were inevitab l e if the continuous s t ory of the schools was not 
to be interrupt ed , but what amazes me is the lack of individuality, 
chllrncter , and impact in t he s ubstitute stories as a whole. Undoubted 
ly , these stori es caused irrit ati on to the discriminnte re ader , but , 
beyond this , th ey left no impressi on at all. 

We know thst a IUllllber of different writers acted as substitute 
authors over the years , but , apart from Pent elo w, whose style i s un
mi st akable , no writer has been picked out and naraed on th e st rength of 
any quality in his work . Hr , Lofts has provi ded extraneous evidence 
as to who these auth ors were , but nothing in the stories th amselves 
point s to any indivi dual write r. The substitute stories are masses of 
words and si tuntions, strung t oeether without personnl i ty . Surely 
this i n proved when nobody bothers a tinker ' s cuss who wrot e them , and 
nobody will bother to eXBmine them even to find out . 

The only substitute story which has ever received more t han pass 
ing mention dowt: the years i s "A Very Gallant Gentleman " - a dreary 
tale i,hich hD.s received nt t ention far beyond its merits on account of 
it s controversial theme. Hundreds of substitute stories were writt en 
yet just one is recal l ed . How many peopl e to-day could sumnarise the 
plot of even one story by a substi tute writ er ? Precious few, met hinks ! 

I t i s fairly certain that Mr. Brooks wrote a good cany of t he St. 
J im' s stories in the twenties . Which? 'lie have ple nty of Broolcs fans 
i n our clan . Are th ey abl e to t ell us which st ories th eir favourite 
writer wrote in the Gem? 
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Whether a skilful , dedicated wri t er could have wri tt cn a sub&ti 

tut ~ story for th e Gem and Mugnc t which coul d not be detec t ed f rom 
ths> genuin e a rt icle is a moot point . I th i nl: that ho could . It is , 
pro bably , not very surpri s i ng t hat none di d . It would not hav e been 
surprising if th e substitute writers had pour ed their own personality 
int o their stories . But none , agai n with th e possible except i on of 
Pe ntelow , see1r.s t o have done so . 

A good story will live on . A bad one di es . The ciajo ri ty of th e 
Hamilton st ories liv e on been.use th ey wer e well written and worth 
while . The substitu t e stories die d, not because t hey were substitute 
sto ri es , but bec ause th3y were not good stories . 

I do r.ot claim t hat t he su;,..writ er s were not ad equa te for th eir 
job of writi ng for boys . But t he inf ere nce i s cl ea r . Not one of th em 
wrote a Greyf ri:l rs or St . J :ir.J' s story which liv ed lo nge r than the week 
in "'hich it was publi shed . If the y had done so , t hose s t ories woul d 
be soui;h t and t alked abou t tod ay . 

It ' s j ust oy poi nt of vie w! What' s yours? 

(CONTROVERSIAL ECHOES on "A STAR IS BORN" will appear 
next month . ) 

HttPl.R .WO H!JilkTOHA By Robert Mortlraer 
'Lauah tlnd the world laughs with you. Weep Md you "eep nl one. • fflnt • s an old 

proverb. b\Jt o. very tru e one. In the battl e or lif e a sense or htr.DU[' l s very lt'l)Ort M t, 
and can help us to ovcrcooe t:J1l\Y tri al s Md trtbul ett ons . 

I ro tntoln th at oen such as Ch~lln, DaM)' Kl',Je and Bob Hope , m o have I.lade th e 
whole world l augh, have done oore to boos t our m rale than 811 the polltlcl311s. 'nl lnk 
what a bright er world It would be Jf Proressor JI ~ F.dwnrds were Prl r..e 111n1ster, and 
Bud Flanagan, Hooe Secret.a.ey. 

ffl.D:l)ur has elw!l)'s pl eyod a b i g port tn th e Grcyrrt ars and St . J k1• s s..-:i.go.s, Md 
Charles Hai;illton has g iven us C.'f\¥ r ich cocedl' charact ers. 

The ttrst one that spring s t.o c tnct Is, or course, the truortcl 8 111.)' Bmter , surely 
th e rot te s t and runniest cho.roct 1:r In schoo lb oy r let ton . You have onJ,y to l ook at 
Bunter to l augh. With hi s t :it, prepost erous tl gurc , hi s r;:ituous express ion ond h i s 
bespectacled , owl-11 ke appeo.r{'Jlce. We l ove Bunte r, Jn sp lt.e or hi s unple asan t WQJS, 
He, lik e Hr. To8d, ruu or absurd conceit, will eo haw tlY on h i s way, yet encloar tng 
hlnseH to nll thos e ,.no reoo about hi m. H Is creator gri.ve th i s rMl cu.Ious tt gure a 
htm ur ffll.l ch 1 think has r.:ixle hi e wit org et.tab l e. 

Another ttgure ot Cm ts Horace Jn.oes Coker , th e t ool or th e t ltth t om. 
I have alwa.Ys had rather a so ft spot tor dear old Horace. In spit e of his can,y 

t au.lt.s , he has so C'Sl¥ good qual i ties . He ts bi g, burl,y, full ot conce it: he la 
heaV)'-hMdecl with the tngs , but not a bulJ.y: Coker ts generous, brave as a li on , Md 11 
wonderful, tr 1.llOOl'ISOlous , coced tan. 

Bob Cherry, although not s trictly a cooedY chnroctor , ts so run or the Joy or U te , 
with .~ .ls .. s~ .. so ll e and,,cheerru1 .. ~e r , ,.one , cou1e1 .. ~ever ,.be.,,snd .,tn hts

11
COIJl>8111• , ... " ' ........ 



............................................................................................................... , ......................... , ......... , ..... , ........................... , .... , .... P"&",, 25 
driv es dull care away. 

Johnn7 Bull ts the one I llke l eas t or th e Far:iol15 Fiv e. He has always s t ruck C"".e as 
be i ng rath er a dour charac t er, wl tb ll ttle sense ot hunotr . 

Hr. Prout, th e port}y' paate r or the tl t t.h Corm, with h i s rtch , !rutty vo ic e and 
poq>0us mamer , has i lven ce cany a quiet chuckl e. l ac sure Prout must haTe a s ense or 
h ta:x)ur, oth erwi se how coUld he hav e had a pup il such as Coker In his Coro and sti ll re
tain hi s sanlt.Y? 

Harol d Skinn er , with all his tripl ea.sant nays, can be humorous at t l ce s In a eynlcal 
kind or way, and we custn ' t forget that he l s a cl ever cartoo ni st. So l Ultnk there must 
be sooe good In the wi ly Skinner. 

Pet er Todd can be quite humoroUJ at ti mes, and to he"Ye Bmt er as a s tu:2Y-Date one 
woUld need a st rong sense or hutx>ur. How t enJoyed tho se eoate Her l ock Sholcnes s tor i es 
Peter us ed to writ e tor th e •Cireytrlars Herald. ' Reoea>er the ti? 

Over at St, Jl o•s we hav e the one and on]¥ Arthur Augustus D1 Arcy. Dear old GUSS)' 
has supplted th e co&)Cdy reuer ln I'W\Y a s t ory . CussY b cert a tnly one of ttr. Hamtlton l s 
oost l ovab le and endearing charact er s . 

Then we have Honty Lowther , t he h1.mrl st or th e Shell. Konty has al"a.Ys been one 
or lit' ravourt t e chara cters . We have a lot In cotlXlfl. Llke ~sel r he Is a lover ot anr
thlng connected wtt.h th e stage . He la alway s fond or a Joke , a l t hough I CllSt co nf es s 
sorie of hi s puns are pretty- 8'd'Ul. But we wstn•t rorg et he t s onl)' r ttt een. 

Yes , Char l es Hactlton , bes ides being th e gNatest or au writers or sch ool sto ri es , 
has cre ated many wonderful co:ood)r chor ac t ers . 

Once aga in l quote : 
•A litt le nons ens e now and th en, 

Is relished bY th e wises t men. • 

DID BllL Y Blti TDl Ci&T THE .tNN\JAl,? a§ks GERRY ALLISON 

Earty In Deceober, l'lllen au ey thoughts were centNd on t.he Collect or• s Dig es t 
Annual with th e most eage r anticipation, I c:.hanced to reJ.d Magnet No. 1~, •Rtaitert s 
Bus t-upl' - th e 56 page Chrl stoas Double H\d>er f or 1910. Icaglne r:r:, surpr ise Mlen I 
ca.-~ across t he toll owtng , tn th e el e• enth d\ap,er. 

•Lctt~r t or Bunter.• ~-
3 11].y Bunter was cooing dol'mst a trs tn th e tlOrn l ng .. l as t do wn or th e Rerove , as 

usu al - Wilen Ogtlvy spoke. Bmter oade a rush. 
1 \.nlere t s It? Hand It over. • 
Ogllvy t ossed th e l ett er t o Bwit er, and the t a t Jmlor eall8.ht It eager l y. 
It was a lar ge , square envel ope or thick. paper , and on th e fla,p at t he back , were 

thre e In it ials In old English typ e. 
c.o.;. 

(Nol It was not the •c. o. Annual.• If you cannot re mer.tler - or guess - 'l'lhat th e 
tnl t tal s st ood t or , please ttrn to the t oot or page Z7.) 

~ -~ -~ U l HOLIDAY J.>trut..LS. Rep].y giv ing pr ice and d a t e to 

JQtN • Cit..ttl I Q(}El:JS ,HEAD, HOTEL, • J'1ATLOCJC. •N•"""'""""'"" ' """'~"""'" " ""'"n" """""r,t"'" " "" "".,"'"'"'"""'"'"""' 

tffl. ~~~!s! 83. 190, 370, 385, 396, to2, 455, r,66, 474. 51- each ottered or 

~JC FAYNE . .. EICELSIOO. _ HOlSE• ·-·GROVE. ROAD, ... SlltBITOH . ......... , .. __ ....................... ,_ .. , __ .. ., ....... ., ..................... . 

~ft~t~;;~ s ~ ' .~ · s~~!~~, i.::1~ ~~s~o~~m:~s~!~: r~~·:~=/~~st age. 
BRIAN HOLT, BRITISH fl'ZABST, REYKJAVIK, IC&LAND. 
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YOURS SINCERELY 
( In t er esting Jtea, rroo the Edit or• s Letter-Bag) 

gARJlf 1!:!GtOf ~~~~~~: I ~e~n:;t~~~1!!r:1= ~~~~s~~t~~~s ~~i:~:o~arn 
the last 50 years . Good heaven st I have been r ead tng coot cs Md per iod tools ror hal C a 
century. {Jus t a c:ooent while I d l s en~ l e the pen rroo 'r:r:t boan:t. ) 

I tJJs t oongrat.Ulote you and the artist on t he superb cover . Weacy wuu e. Ti red 
Tia , an:>w, and w.c .s. nie two l ovable r ascals rroo Chips ani lil' two old..ist rrtends rrorn 
I.he ghonl.Y world of •charect ers In rl ct Ion.• How nell Utts cover re~ls t o oe ~ 
paren t s tektng l.l(! with then S\Opptng on Sat urday eveni ng tften I was onJ.¥ a t ot, and cy
t ar.her always bought co a copy or •Chips. • How well I reuer.t>cr, too , th o naphtha !l o.res 
ment.tonect on page 6 or c . o. - tl ~ tng and roar ing In the 111nd, 

I cton•t know 'ldlo RrOte th o ari.lc l e on the Favorit e , but I ao send ing a coP7 of the 
favo ri te ror Chr l at.ols 1914, ~tch perhaps th e writ er wUl oec ept wi th r.iy cocc,lt menta . 

Thank you tor a tine C1'.rl stms Nud>er. Md r or one ot th e rlncst coTers ot rec(flt 
7ears. 

(The Book Souvenir 1-1'11ch ts aw4l"Cl:OO every 1:'X>nth t or the Star Letter or th e CJOnt h 
goes to the sender or the above. OUr reade r' s r, lrt or another t s.sue or t.he old Favorite 
has been r>t,S.Sed to the wr i ter or our art i cle , M'IO ha s accep t ed It joytu ll.y. - ED. ) 

:: :Wt~~~ w~~l~ ·~~ !~H;"~ re~~!wl.Yd:!1"~.J:: =~s!cinc~t!! !~ :!ch 
death or Branaby Wil li am , rro n whor:I l had a l et t er when Chi ps tlnlah ed publtc.otlon. He 
was a great l ever or the ol d coo t c p~ers. I r e:icd>cr buyt nc th e Favor i te l'lllen I was at 
school. Md recall the t loe l't\en It 'M'ls tncorpornt~ with HerT)' & Bright. 

~ =d!c,~~Cord): I dtsaua c t>roromdl.)' nl t h Kr. Vernon Lay's recarks apropos 

~ !,.~cc~~ ~=~~~e ~ :! :t~:~ : t:~~tT:~c~l:;~ra~!l ~ t ts• 
wst have touched t"'.el'iY staunch Lee-ttes to r ead about th e deo.1tnlt1R years or the tr 
be l oved Libral")'. 

I noul d al so lik e to record the am:.tng t act ihat tn l ess thlV'I 4 cont.ha 8111 haa 
acqu ired t or ce - t roo lfflat unknorwn re g iona l - th e CotlPlet e 1st New Serles or Nel ,on Lee 

Library. He has now se t hl:lselt the to~l &ble task or trocktng dOtffl all the Old Sa- l ea 
on cv behalf. Truly there mu.,t be aocieth lng or Nerltn th e Naglclon es well as Sext on 
Blake and HllIT)" \<lharton In Bill ' & acke-1.Jt). 

~~JH~J~e(~l~t:n~ ~r~~~ ~::s!e~~!efi~~ ~8~h7~~~ ~=~A:!~~t:,.~he 
1n 19.}6. MY wife considers tllls the ttn est stoey she bas ever rood, and baa been read
i llll ~~rs r roo. It over ancr OVU' again. Cenal n]y lt t.lkea acn: beatlng with t ta 
gri pping and suport, <1escrlpttve wrlttng In l'lhlch we stw"e t.he perils CLn<1 D.ROnl e, o r our 
Crqtrl art ch\1:11 on their ratt. Who h.ld d1"')' eyes 1111\cn Bunter a:t.nned wandering ln hh 
clnd , or men the noble Ha.ul,y aacr lt lced h is l3st chtl'lk of boer tor tb e ta t bUt stan t ng 
Q1Jrl? Who <1tctnrt f ee l r e li er fflon th e rott ttnal]y touched on the coral reef? 



.............................................................................................................................................................................................. ~~ ... 'f!l. 
~:J~fgtt ~::s~~!~~ ~ t 1't' j:~e~l=~n~~~:~c~0~h~e ~:::8~e:::':oo-e~~ed~tihther 
t nmou., Weary Wtlll e and fired Tt o on p i nk paper lik e th e old Chips? 

(Not e.z:actJ,y a co incidence . We are delight ed th at you spotted It. - ED. ) 

$ftt~:!r ~~!~)~ = ~ ~:~c~~rh~~s~~~:!e~~~ t~ b~~;t : ~~=~ no 
the crttlctsw: or others , N'len ot tered ln a. trl endl.Y ,cy. • A jo)' shared ls a Joy 
doUblect,• so you .should have a. r eally Joyf ul c.toe tht s Chrtst ce.s tn •think ing or th e Joy 
brought to so CW\¥ In t.he pages or c.o. and th e AMwl. 

o, t11 HA.CKDIZIE (Button) : 19(:e was a grea t yeer tor bOys. nie r tr .st George Harston 
Pl\Dilel' yam appeared early ln t he year ; Scout i ng tor Boy s wes published in f ortnlght].y 
parts - and the Seout. The Boys • Herald , wi th • 'The Wolt Patro l • and • sexto n Blake at 
School • " as one or the ear),y f avourite s . What a year It wasl 'nle ~ Cle-;, grew up at th e 
ri pe age or a year, and th e ~ Hagnet sta rt ed. We wer e very lucky yoWlgsters to be alln 
that year. 

CHRl§T:OPHD. LCMl:)ra ( Halvern) : A. CK>st ort g tnal Christmas coq,e tttl on - and what a sp len
did Issue of th e Diges t. Fro m your s incere F.dtt orlal to Sexton Blake To-daY t en joy-ed 
every dngl e page . And, o r cour se , you are r ight about fri ends . It ' s a wonder ful ma.ga
zlne, th e Digest , tlld I ar:, sure It will a;o on and on. Tbank. you, Mr. EcUtor, t or al l 
th e happin ess tha t has come through the l e t ter bo:1 at th e beg tm lng or ea ch C10nth - and 
especlal)y tor this mec:or able Christmas tssue . 

~~Ell. (Not ti ngham): I have just t lntshed reaa tng the Nel son Lee s .o . t.•s can ed e t Head' and •Reb els or the Remove.• The acti on or Ute Reroovtte s• barr lng,-ou c. 
t akes pl Me rtlthl n a week or el'en l ess . However, we s tart oft with re ferences C.O th e 
'bitter Deceim>er n ight • tn th e opentng pages . Lat er we are to l d tha t •Ni pper ven tU["ed 
In to the col d, blust ery November n leht,• and , ttnallY , •the January evening was c old and 
tow .• It l s astoni shi ng that st ai:,l e eJTOrs lhoulcl be passed week by week. One can 
onl.y conc t Ude th at Hr. £ . s . Brook s was e ith er a very bu.sy ClaJl - or h e couldn't have 
cared very Clleh When he wrote these sto ri es . 

~ Hl.anst t eld WOO<!louse): 1be Edt t.or tol t or DeceGlber was a d eli ght - par tt cu-
1ariyTiiies 15 - 17. 1bey remind me or Shell ey's l ttm:>rtal stanza: 

We l ook bet ore and et t er 
And pi ne t or ?lhat I s not . 
OUr s t ncerest l aughter 
With aome pain Is traugh t . 
Our sweet e st songs are th ose that te n o t saddes t th ough t. 

The se t-u p or lQur cha t r eminds c,e or that or th e Greytr t ars Her ald or happy memory 
- and th e row ot characters nt the head hei ght ens t he ertect . I wonder It this Is by 
des i gn. Cer t a i nl y at t lces It resez:ibl es Whartonts st yl e . 

Anper tg query 9n page 25: 
BI.Wlterts lett er was f rom th e Chr-lst mta Olnn ers Associ ation. 
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Q1d BQyK Book C1ub 

Hooting held HoveCDef 33ith, J96J 

Thi s pleasant DMt.tng was held In the Henby Rooo, Arden Hot el , Blm l nghQ::I, and 
was attended by ten oer.t>crs. We were Pl eased to hear or Not'T.M: Cre ger:, • s cont lnued 
good progrt;ss be.ck to he al th though It RH ev i dent he would not be hoce tor Chr l s toas . 
r tr st It ~ was a reading tro c th e 1927 Hol tday Annual - • :.hat happened to Bunter . • 
In th is e.ue Bunter tri ed his trl ck5 or persuasion on the Held or s t . J lut s . He wanted 
to spend a few days n ltll h ls tr l end D•Arey (D1Arey knen notblng abou t th i s arrqement ). 
Ttlose nho are t ncntaz- wltb this ynrn which br ings tn St . Jt c• s ond Rookwood, know 
Bunter was ' booked' tor a tlogg tne Md had 1 hookedw It rroc Creyt rtnrs . Th i s wcs abty 
read by Jack Corbet t . No. 2 lt.ec was a talk by Jack Belltl el d on 'Snobbery In Ute 
Rrunllton Schools.' Rending trom the RookWOOd s . o. L. • U,11'18 n Lie ,• J ock gan sneral 
inst ances or .snobbery-. Ott en cha.root er s or th e working ela.s s st.ntus ,1ere mde tt gur<?s 
or t tl"I. Tbla provoked a vel"')' int eres t i ng s eri es ot optnloos Cl"OQ cert>ers . A third 
l ta:i. ,rns a r ead article bf the m-tt er or th ese notes - on Ccdnr Creek - t h e sohool In 
the baekWoods or csnooa. Onli! or F'rMk Richards' best croatlons , a.rd , as I pointed out , 
tbe only Instance ttien U'le autho r Introduced boys and g irl s o.ttendtng th e S:lDe school. 
!tint soce ot th e persomel l'l'et"e pro t otyes or chl\r8Ct ers tl"Oll the Hag.net, Geo .ind Boys 
Friend ( RookWood) was only too obv i ous but wha-edld he ee t his Idea ot Ver e Beucl erc? 
This was " new charo.cterlzatlon 3nc! apart rroa be i ng un ique, was a very interest i ng 
st\,:ty . Aft er a word gtia by Tee Por t er Md rerreshrlents George Ch.Bthan gave the 
rourth tt.eo: - A Nading troc n r nrous Yuletide Gr eyrrt ars yarn s.o . L. :}19 'The 
Phantoo or the Tower. • The part Wht>n B\llte r azTtve s at ~1'14rt on Lodge t o t Ind the 
plac e eq,ty excep t t or his ol d eOQ , th e but l or , \lho r e:ierl>er-lng past Insult s rror:i 
the F'at OWl or Gr eyr rlors N1tuses t..o pay t he t3X 1 t.l.'lll, Neoo we co on? Ted Davey 
SUPP11ed t he t ln.:Ll tt eci men he read e cut.ting rroc the 1 04 0.y HAil ' when the 
Llbmrtan at Blrclne,hao acknowledslng a bequest or nearly 2 , oco eor].y ohlldren ' s books, 
eq:ihAst sed t he t act t hat th o ch il dren ' s stories or our enr lY days are s till as popUlar 
3ld a.s cuch In de !:l.'.ll'Ki, As he &aid 'ch il dre n still cry over fBlack Beauty•,• 

HARRY BROO'Tlll - Secre t BrY, 

HeGtJM held 10th Dec, 1961 

Once aga in a good oeettng was held ot . t he hoce or Bi ll liftndsor ; we were very 
plensed to hnve Btl l Greenwood with us , OD.king up t or the te l:l)Or'ary abs ence o r John 
f'e.rnll . l'd,o t s not too wen ct. t.he l!IOC!tllt. , and wt. we hope wtll be baok wlth us tn 
the near t uture. . 

lblCortLl'lntely the cieet lng CClXleflCed on an unhappy note wl t.h the MnOW'lceoent that 
,ur ch aln:cn , F'rnnk 1.tlwl n , has had to res i gn f roc th e secti on tor personal r tuon s : 
the l oss ot s uch n populor Md hArd-work lng oero er ts a gre.nt blow to us , and we ahall 
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t:1lss Ms prese nce a great deal . 

ttuch or th e nen tng was t aken up tn d lscusstons on c lub a rt a lrs , and the arr ang ing 
or progracmes 1n th o cOlillng year ; we are hoplnc to put on a rnm show next IDOflth• Whlch 
shoUld make a pl easant chooge, and we ore hoptng to get. a full houae t or th e occ3s lon. 
After retreshoents M oUler lit erary quiz r roa Frank Case ; this WAS won by Noman 
Pragnell , ,ao was In re al].y good tore. The library bus ine ss was qu ite brtsk , and th e 
even ing ended wtih th e drinki ng of 3 toas t t o IJJS«lt rrt coos . 

Next ce etlng SLUldey , 14t h Jon . ( 6 p . o.) a t Bill Windsor ' s . 

F'R.ANlC CASE. 

•Boys Wi ll Be Boys.• No, not th e t cn:n 't nl book by E. s . Turn er but th e t .3JX>Us tn a 
about Nark ove.r Coll ege was th e highli ght or Brts, Doyle ' s Chrtstcaa t3eet1n.g a t Claphao 
on Dec. 17t h. Wtth :'.l1l at t endance of over 40 1n Ideal se tti ngs , vtz. shelv es loaded 
wi th bound vol lDi!s or th e •Hagnet ,• •Churns,• •cap ta 1n,• • Punch' et c . , the at oosttiere 
t u;;,orted th e tru e sp irit or Yul et ide . How we enj oyed t.he rn m; thank s to al l con-
ce rn ed ln t he showi ng or tt. Anoth er hP.PPY event was th e pr ese nt att on t o young Doyl e , 
a lusty new lnr ant, or a 'teddy benr t whlch 1 1 am h® PY '° say, w3s not sho t by Prout 
ln th e Rocki es . It was 1ndeed a wonder fullY happy gs th er ln g, eve n Hrs . Kebbt e • s 
S lllmese C3t was en joy ing lt se lt r.ak lng th e acqua intan ce or a ll presen t. A sp l end M 
r eed put on by the hosts , BrlM and Mrs. Doyle , Hr-s . Doyle s en i or 3lld othe r willing 
hel pers . An excellent Chrlst ll'-3S r ead i ng by Roger Je nkin s , a rtn e Yulet ide Quiz by 
Len Paclu:wl and or course th e Don g ivin g anoth er f\a'Yl1 read ing tr oc en I ssue or •Punch9 . 
Gre nt s t ur ri Ask Tony Potts or t he Leed s Club who wos presen t. He will t.e ll you 
w1~ t a j ollY happy ocetlng . J os t et s Clnal meet ing In th e chai r and what a c llr !'lllX• 
Thus the next aee tt ng will be th e A.G. M. on Sunday , J anuary 2tst , 1962 , at Hume Hous e , 
Lord shi p J...ane, &ast Dutwlch , London, s.E. 22. KlndlY l et Len Pac.kca.n know it l nt encltng 
t o be pre sent. 

Al§'JRALIA 

Real i sa t ion oeasurod up to ant i ci pa tion Yltlen the clUb ment>ers met r or th e tr Xm s 
ce l ebra ti on on 'nlursday , Dec. 14th at their usu nl rend ezvou s In th e Book Borg a ln Bazaar . 

In an etro rt t-o provi de a rest iv e sprc3d wort hY or BlllY B. th e secre tory, ablY 
assis t ed by St nn Ni cholls , boo organised a spec i al Aus tr al ian Christ mas d i M er t or th e 
occas i on . The ware Heather ra:le the t eed salad wi th chtcl u,n doub l.y en joyoble and all 
the mer:bers• healthY appe tites till ed th e chi ef' s heart with d eli ght . 

I.hen th e rrut t salad and t ce-ere.1m s t age hod been reached a N'.lt was called t.o th e 
Cea.st and mell:Gers rela xed around t h e sad l y dep l et ed t ab l e t o enj oy the gree t in gs r roc 
fri ends absen t and over seas . 

Then by cand l el lgh t th e ehel nr..m proposOO o t o.1st t o our .:i.bsent c.u t>er s , Ar th ur 
Holland end Bruce Fowler tn particu l ar 3ncl our host o r t r l ends overseas , wi sh in g them 
oonttnu ed happiness within th e collect.ors broth erh ood . A second t oast was th en pro
posed t o the secretro"7 and th e chatrmnn expre ss ed the meI:'ber s apprec t ntt on f or serv i ces 
rendered In this eapuetey and t or th e ent ering cnJoyed at t he Xmas party . 

t. Christ m s cairn wa.5 then cut t o cel ebra te th e club ' s bir thday Md meubers se ttl ed 
doN'I to enjo y th e r ead t ngs. • 

As so many comnents hacl beoo passed t n f avour or th e outs t and ing Edttor t al In tlle 
Decet'ber c.o . the secre tary begnn 'Che r ead ings with thl s to se t th \7 right a t ioosphere 
f or th e charmin g little Irn.ss s tory sen t down by Arthur Hollnnd. All presen t enjoyed a 
hearty chuckl e &t th e sent i ment s expressed by th e Inscrutab l e •Wtlll&d' Sn •\ol\a t' s 
Wrong Wl tl'l Christ mas.• 
................... nondertui .. evenfng .. r ln.tshed .. a1 1 .. too .. soon. bUt •. a .. very , ho.ppy .. me-iwey .li ngers .. on .. or ....... 



~~ ----
'llft:\t MN tNl.y gol den hour s . 

s . P~Tt: (Seer<tory ) . 

2} or us turned up f or th e Annual Q\rlstlil45 Party on 9th Decatbe r . Wt ban been 
t ort\Sl8t e " 1th t he weat her l ate l..y, but luck dese rted us on t.hl s occas i on, t or It was a 

Tt l'Y row nlghc. • 
.l.t li.1.6 "' a ll sa t dOfln to a stQ1tuou., spnad fflltch would hav e done CNCllt to tl'lt 

Bounder' a stu:ly, o.nd we all dtd our best t o H:Ul at e Bunter . Arter our exer t ions at thl 

res t.Iv e bo31"d OcITY Alli son read us :2 letter he hOO sent t o our Pre sident , F'rank Rlehords , 
expressing our apprectatlon or hi s wonderfUl ,wri t ing over the year s , and wishing ht• an 
Uto best tor Chr lst ffl.'.ls end t.he Hew Yenr . Gerry nlso .innouncoo tha t F'red Cockro ft hed 

gt.-en to th e club ltbrar)' no fewer th.an 122 old boys books , lncludl.ng IXlJlY Gem , Ns.gnets , 

Populars 8ncl s . o . L•s. TheM "tll rona a very 'Yaluab l e addi tion to our llbrtu")' , and"' 
aro au. aost gr"'3teful t or SUCh a mgnttl cent g ift. 

The tlrst ,~ or tho even ing was one 11ihlch proved so popuJ.!lr h at y~ , •J. oros 9"' 

C<lWltl")' n.rn rrom Creyt r tar s t o St . J IC'l' s , Md vt co ver s.i., 1 8t , Jt z:il s ti.gr.In cme out en 

top , Too HeITY (Horman Se i th) rtnlsht ng fir st . 
Tben GCJ'T)" Allison g.1v1 us a reading trom the tbf.nct dolmlc nll:lber or lmas 1910 ... Q 

o.;i1t aaus ln.g ep laode descrtbtn, 81111 Bmter • , etr orts to raise th e wind tor Chrlstca1 . 
Our t ho~ts turned to the IIW'CY others tnt1re1ted t n Ota" hobbY NlO were not • Ith us to

night end t he fol.l owing t.o:ists were proposed: 
F'ro.nk Rtchll'ds , bf Ceotrrey Wild e. 
The mcrte r s or the other secti ons ot th t o . s . e . c . • by Fronk Hancock. 
Kembers ot I.he North ern Sectio n who were unnt>le to be prese nt , by Oen-y All ison . 

Collector, Digest , by St.lnley Se ith. 
The ladles or our cltm , by 8111 83l'T'tson . 
tb ese •ere drv\k In hooc-brtwed wtne suppl I ed by T~ Uld Audrey' Pot ts. 
ni.cn Re 1111 went to Ccurt tl t ld Ctncna to pley Bingo& This ms eonCIIJcted by JecJc 

All i son, Md bo.aed on Crcytrtors charn.ctere . We h~ c long session , and nr . Allison 
prov ided. n pr iz e tor eo.ch or tho tl.:il)' wlM era . 

4 l3rge nw:tier ot pr lus ware provided b)' th e cl ub , and thes e we.re presen ted t o th e 

wtnn.- s by Gerry J.lllson . YllO hnd kep t n record or all po ints scored durin g th e eTentng . 

The a fr at sl:r were : - 1. Elsi e Palmr , ( R. 1.. Digby); 2. 8111 Wtlltamon , (ff . Wharton) ; 

} . Pf'O.fit HllllCOck, ( Alonzo Todd); 4. Non:w1 So lth, (T 0t1 Het'ry) ; 5. Horry Bo.rlOII',~ (Hurr et 

S ingh); 6. Geof f rey Wtld e, (S . J . Snoop) : but ttlere was a pr ize t or everybodY. 
Aft er furth er re freshment s we wound up th e pnr ty In approp rl ct e a tyl e by atng t na 

•Cood old Qu1l chy once l ooked out ,t to th e tun e or •Good King Wenceslos . • Another vel"')' 

lol l.¥ lr>d mjcyol>le par ty . 
NE::T MEETlllG: SAT. 1J tlt JANIJ,IRY, P. 11/JlCOCK, sec. 

Sexton Blake Today 
thf Lates t sexton Bl ake novoi, rev iewed t,y HARG:..RET COOKE 

KEEP IT §IX!ET ( Ho. "89) P1!!L!P CHAH!D<§ 

•Dont t c ls.sl• ,old the :&dvance blurb or •Keep lt Secre t • , Md t rep&n.t th e warnin g 

- don' t mtsa Ulla fi ne nonl or treachery ~ and l:IU'der told In rn~ tl eH Eh&ltah and hla . 



·------- .. ·-·-· ·""" .. -·-·-·-·- -.. --·-·· ·• .. ,P~ .JL,_ a.. bren;r style bT a matUN• rell)Oll81ble and highly lnHlllgent Tinker tul1,7 .anotp.a-
Ud trca Blake'• Influence but retai ning all bis old lQJaltT Md atftotlon tor hlCI 
despite hta anger oYer 818ke•a apparent 1ndlrterE11ce t.o hla own llllDlnent dt atb. aa a 
trait.or . 

Fast moving acUon, excellent characterlaattoo, great suapenae c.aUNd bJ' tbe clner 
uae or cllm3x Md antt-cllmax, ten sloo and near COCD9Cl1; a soW>d)1" conatructed plot; a 
htgh lltel"fll7 standard and &ood dialogue make tbla the beat s.a.L. ot tbe year. the 
noYel a.J.eo glvea a deta iled hist ory or the t:i.;'W'I celled Cratlle and ahowa Jt t snot.bar 
aapect of tb ls popul81" cbaraater. '"111 st.o17 or the Uleft or an 1.q>ortant OoC\1181'1t 
from Cbe depths or the National BNUrlC., .lrchtns bJ a secret aenlc e eaent , the ln
genloua ltll'der or a yoq cabaret. o.rttste, espionag e and CO\l'I.Wr"-eaptonaae, ot"lst. mc1 
ai.ptc ton crl.PI the 11181lnatton and holds the Interest. ot the reader from the tlr at &o 
tll:e lut l lnea, 

Ht.NT Pl!\':! ~~0U\::>are boo men8 aald senon Blake"tbere will al."81• be~ REID 
gul lible mough to believe t.bqtre not reaJ.17 bed men at all• Bild DepuQ°""COClnBnder 
Cr1-ld toWld hlJDaelt tlusbtng. 

'lble ator,- tells or 811 eecape from t>artmxr, a mlaaln& he tre ... llrbr ... crme 
NC)Orter extraonUnar, wttll a nose tor nEIIS• ~er GrlDRl.ld of Hew Sootland 
Yard wlahlng to ..,press the nMIIJ a beautttUl womn; and a Cl'OOk *<> amnsged to hood
wink enrybody tmtll Sexton 8late began to Investig ate tbc d1aa,,pearm.ee or tile >'OWi& 
heiress and the acthlttea or the dope-ring. 

A Tery well planned atot7 . Not aa taat moTlna aa tta ooq,anlon, tbla nonl 
contains good dial ogue and good charocter laattoo . erKI a aurprt • end.tog. Wortt11 to 
take lta place tn a lone l lne or d\rlstmaa 8.B.L• • · 

Both books ho.Ye fl'ell drtlMl and well dealgned OOTeN, •ttb good strong l ettering t or 
the ttnea , parttcUlarlY · Stefan Baranyts conr tor •l eep 1t BeONt•. I lllt e h i s olner 
use of the lllt\tte pace a.a a background. 

BILLY BITh"TER SHIPwRJOCKED 

There is not much sign of aey shipwreck in the new show at the 
Victoria Pal ace , but what's in a name? The ehow provides two solid 
hours of grand, excit ing , swift-m ovi ng entert ainmen t for the yow,g and 
not--ao-young. Undoubtedly our friends have anoth ergreat "bit" to 
chalk up to th eir growing list of successes . 

It is very much the mixture as bef ore . A hidden Bunter, dis
appearing food, a ghost or two, a bunch of crooks , th e most unlikely 
member of the cast turni ng out to be a detecti ve , a series of "double 
tak es ", am Bunter planting the custard pi es in the crooks' faces to 
ring down the final curtain , To add to t he hilarity , Mr. Quelch 
loses bi s tr ousers . 

The scenery is fine . The "Saney" at Greyfriars provides a novel 
opening ecene, with a view of the f ootball field through the window. 
The second scene, playe d before the drop-curtain in previous --·- .... --, .. ~-, ................ _ ........... ___ ., __ ,.. _____ ... __ .... ---·----·-- · ._ .. 
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production.s, is performed t his yea:r b.afore an excellen t back-cloth 
depicting the side of a ship , It is a vast improvement, 'l'be Cruaader ' s 
Castle is a most attractive piece of . con.st ruction. 

Lighting is fa:r superior to that of previous yea:rs. 
The first half is bri ll iant . There is not a dul l moment and 

action is so swift and fun so fast and furious that one almost loses 
track of the story, For th e real Greyfria:rs fan, the second hal f does 
not quite reach the same high standard, The pantomime absurdities run 
a little wild, fut one does not go to a Christmas show to ca:rp , and 
th e kids yell with delight , 

~n for t he inveterate Greyfriar., fan , a show is jud8')d on the 
Boys, This yea:r, i t must be confessed, it is tbs adults who steal the 
thunder , That splendid actor , !o!ichael Anthony, is a real asset to all 
these productions. He enters hea:rt and soul into every minute he is 
on the staee , Geoffrey Rose gives a fine restrained per formance . as a 
sailor who served his apprenticeship on the Woolwich Ferry , Paddy 
Ward as a most alarming Arab overacts and capers around with an ener gy 
which has to be seen to be beli eved, The most delicious moment in 
th e show is when this blo odthirsty Arab sits smoking his hookah, sway
ing in his enjoyment , Bunter sits bes ide him and sways as he enjoys 
a bot tle of pop. When Bunter transf ers the tube of the hookah to his 
pop bottle, he brings down the house with a vengeance , and brings down 
the curtain on the first half to thunderous applause . 

Peter Bridglnont is lith e and active as Billy Bunter, da:rting 
hither and thither like a plump feather. His performanc e is a t r iumph. 
Though his voice i s not al together pleasing for Bunter, his lines are 
compa:ratively few, so voice does not matter a lot . 

The Famous Five display a never - failing energy and verve, On the 
island they are presented most attractive l y in sma:rt coloured shorts 
and bright coloured shirts, Tbs young fellow who plays Barry Wharton 
-is a trif l e to o mature for-th e part , Both Harry Wharton and Bob Cherry 
wear finger - rings which glint i ncongruously under th e lights , The 
smart producer should have had them doffed . 

Robert Lankesheer once again plays Mr. Quelch , and , even as a 
pantomime Quelch, he is remsrl<abl y good, 

The mixture as before? Indubitably! fut i t ' s a WOil! This 
critic intends t o enjoy it several times more before the end of the 
x,m. • 

* * * * * * * 


